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Presbyterian Church of 
Western Springs 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 | 9:30 A.M. 

 

Twenty-first Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Worshipping 
Together 

Like our siblings throughout the world, currently our congregation is gathering 
online with the assistance of electronic technology. 

Click here to join us live on Facebook at 9:22 a.m. to engage with others through real-time chat. 
Instructions for viewing the service live or the recording can be found at www.presbyws.org. 

Gathering Together in God’s Name – Wherever We May Be 

Prelude (9:22 a.m.) Toccata & Fugue (in d minor) Johann Sebastian Bach 

  Stephanie Coates, organ 

Gathering & Greeting  The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian 

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer  Loretta Gratias-Bremer 

Lord you have been our dwelling place in all generations. inspired by Psalm 90 
You are the keeper of our histories; the holder of our futures. 
From Christmas to Good Friday to Easter Morning, your story is our story. 
Life, death, resurrection hope… Through it all, your faithfulness is timeless and everlasting. 
Come, let us worship God. 

Let us pray: Gather us together this Reformation Sunday, O God, written by Rev. Dr. Letty Russell 
that we may celebrate the witness of our forefathers and foremothers 
and the courage that gave birth to the Reformation. 
Teach us how to honor the saints of God in ages past 
as well as in our present days. 
May the conviction of your grace written on their hearts 
be one that forms our own faith. 
Inspire us in the continuing reformation of the church 
and be present to us your in word and sacrament. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

https://www.facebook.com/presbyws/live/
http://www.presbyws.org/
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Opening Hymn #664 Morning Has Broken BUNESSAN 

Call to Confession The Rev. Lottie MacAulay Friedman 

Prayer of Confession (silent confession followed by unison prayer) 
Merciful God, in Christ you gave us a teacher and a savior. In Christ you showed us the way. Yet, 
we confess that, at times, we still don’t get it. We fail to understand. We fail to live accordingly. 
We ask forgiveness for the times our allegiances to pragmatism and the status quo muffle the good 
news of your gospel hope. We confess our fear, our hesitancy, and the sin that holds us back. We 
come before you in need of forgiveness, trusting in your everlasting mercy. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon   

Passing of the Peace of Christ   

Proclaiming the Word of God 

Scripture Matthew 5:38-48 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist an 

evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you 

and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 

Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; 

for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the 

unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 

do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not 

even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

Sermon Sermon on the Mount: Say What? Do What? The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian  
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Responding to God’s Word 

Special Music I Can Only Imagine Bart Marshall Millard 
  Paul Banovic, alto saxophone; Kami Booth, piano 

FROM KAMI & PAUL: I Can Only Imagine is a contemporary Christian song that inspired a film by the same title in 2018. 
The film is a gripping reminder of the power of forgiveness, and beautifully illustrates that no one is ever too far from 
God’s love—or from an eternal home in Heaven. You can learn more at http://icanonlyimagine.com/themovie. This 
morning’s offering is instrumental, but we would like you to have the powerful lyrics so that you can reflect on them: 

  I can only imagine what it will be like  I can only imagine when that day comes 
 When I walk, by your side When I find myself standing in the Son 
  I can only imagine what my eyes will see  I can only imagine when all I would do is forever 
 When you face is before me Forever worship You 
 I can only imagine I can only imagine 
 I can only imagine I can only imagine 
 Surrounded by Your glory  
  Surrounded by Your glory 
 What will my heart feel What will my heart feel 
 Will I dance for you Jesus Will I dance for You, Jesus 
  Or in awe of You be still  Or in awe of you be still 
  Will I stand in your presence  Will I stand in your presence 
  Or to my knees will I fall  Or to my knees will I fall 
  Will I sing hallelujah  Will I sing hallelujah 
  Will I be able to speak at all  Will I be able to speak at all 
  I can only imagine  I can only imagine 
  I can only imagine  I can only imagine 

Stewardship 2021 & Invitation for Financial Stewardship Mike Lobash 
Your ongoing financial giving is important as we seek to continue our ministry at PCWS. 

As we prepare for 2021, it would be very helpful to receive your pledge of anticipated giving in the coming year. 
Please consider making your contribution and/or pledge online at https://presbyws.org/donate/. 

Reach out to Patrick Rivers (patrick@presbyws.org) with any questions 
or for help in setting up payments through your bank. 

Hymn of Dedication #700 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (verse 1) I’M GONNA LIVE 

I’m gonna live so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I’m gonna live so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  

http://icanonlyimagine.com/themovie
https://presbyws.org/donate/
mailto:patrick@presbyws.org
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Go in God’s Name 

Sending Hymn #17 Sing Praise to God, You Heavens WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude Now Thank We All Our God (inspired by Haydn’s Symphony No. 94) Johann Cruger 

  Stephanie Coates, piano arr. by Phillip Keveren 

THANK YOU TO Kami Booth, Paul Banovic, and Stephanie Coates for their music leadership in worship today! 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license #A-713281 and CCLI (license numbers 
1117008 and 20337417). Cover image is Sun of Righteousness a linocut 
from the book Visuals for Worship by Elizabeth Steele Halstead. 

http://www.presbyws.org/
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There’s still room for you in the Soul of Wine discussion! Contact Pastor Erik today if you’d like to join us tonight! … 

 

https://presbyws.org/adults/fellowship-hour/

