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Presbyterian Church of 
Western Springs 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 | 9:30 A.M. 

Eighteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

Worshipping 
Together 

Like our siblings throughout the world, currently our congregation is gathering 
online with the assistance of electronic technology. 

Click here to join us live on Facebook at 9:25 a.m. to engage with others through real-time chat. 
Instructions for viewing the service live or the recording can be found at www.presbyws.org. 

Gathering Together in God’s Name – Wherever We May Be 

Gathering Music (9:25 a.m.) Like a River Glorious Frances Ridley Havergal 

Prelude Procession and Psalm 19 Benedetto Marcello 
  Stephanie Coates, organ 

Gathering & Greeting  The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian 

Sung Call to Worship Lord Prepare Me Kevin Hennessy 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
pure and holy, tried and true. 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
sanctuary for you. 

Opening Prayer  The Rev. Lottie MacAulay Friedman 

Let us pray: Gracious God, on this World Communion Sunday, we join our worshipful voices with 
siblings in Christ from all around the world. We give you thanks for your long table—where there is 
room for everyone and plenty to eat. Gather us in today with those we love, those we know, and those 
we will never even meet. Make us particularly aware of your expansive love for the whole world. We 
offer this time to you. Amen.  

https://www.facebook.com/presbyws/live/
http://www.presbyws.org/
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Opening Hymn #375 Shall We Gather at the River HANSON PLACE 

Call to Confession   

Prayer of Confession (silent confession followed by unison prayer) 
God who holds the world in love, we ask that you would unburden us from the things that keep 
us from recognizing your love in our lives. Guide us as we seek to not only do your will, but as we 
seek forgiveness for the ways we have not done your will. Unburden us of the sins we carry and 
the bad habits we cannot shake. Unburden us of our hardheartedness, our greed and our short 
tempers. We lay these heavy prayers before you, trusting in your mercy and the transformative 
power of your love that in you, even as you know our hidden faults, we become blameless. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 
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Proclaiming the Word of God 

Song of Preparation #700 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (verse 1) I’M GONNA LIVE 

I’m gonna live so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I’m gonna live so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

Scripture Psalm 19 (New International Version) Manna Media 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
Day after day they pour forth speech; 
    night after night they reveal knowledge. 
They have no speech, they use no words; 
    no sound is heard from them. 
Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, 
    their words to the ends of the world. 
 
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
    It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
    like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
It rises at one end of the heavens 
    and makes its circuit to the other; 
    nothing is deprived of its warmth. 
 
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
    making wise the simple. 
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
    giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the Lord are radiant, 
    giving light to the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is pure, 
    enduring forever. 
The decrees of the Lord are firm, 
    and all of them are righteous. 
 
They are more precious than gold, 
    than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey, 
    than honey from the honeycomb. 
By them your servant is warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward. 
But who can discern their own errors? 
    Forgive my hidden faults. 
Keep your servant also from willful sins; 
    may they not rule over me. 
Then I will be blameless, 
    innocent of great transgression. 
 
May these words of my mouth and this 
meditation of my heart 
    be pleasing in your sight, 
    Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

Sermon Are You Listening? The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian 

Responding to God’s Word 

  THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, 
O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe. 
Even when we were dust, when our story begins in dust, you were there, 
your word was there, your breath into the lifeless void. 
And upon your word all creation sprang into life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-GgSWUhTy8
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When we were in the wilderness, terrified, timid, you were there, 
your word was there, with manna just enough for today, 
with water even from the driest rock, 
with the abundant grace upon which our story always rests. 
And when we fell short, slaves to power and greed you were there, 
your word was there, on the lips of prophets, and in the hearts of servants, 
in stories of revolution and revelation and liberation, 
calling us even now to acts of courage and witness and peace. 

You were there, your word was there, even to the point of death itself. 
Even faced with terror and hatred and the brokenness of the world, 
you rose again, to new life, to new creation, to resurrection, 
that we might know something other than the dust, 
that we might expect something other than the end, 
that we might work for something other than ourselves. 
And so you speak to us again, 
with these abundant gifts of bread and wine, 
with which we joyfully celebrate your dying and rising, 
as we await the table of the Kingdom yet to come, 
and as we dedicate ourselves again to you, thankful, 
and transformed, as living and holy sacrifices, 
that our lives may proclaim the one crucified and risen. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
that the bread we break together, 
and the cup we share together, 
may retell our common stories together 
and reshape our common bonds together, 
and remember our common grace together, 
in the communion of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ, 
the one in whose life and death you have torn down our divisions. 
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, 
send us from this table to be the body of Christ in all the world. 
Send us with a spirit of courage, a spirit of power and love, 
that we may be witnesses in all creation to the unending story 
of your word breathing life into the dust. 

Keep us faithful, and fruitful, and hopeful, and peaceful, 
until we come at last to the one table of your Kingdom, 
to feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm, 
with you and with your Word, through Christ and in Christ, 
the one who came for us, died for us, and rose for us, 
the one who prays even for us, the one who first taught us to pray, saying: 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
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Sharing the Bread & Cup 
All are welcome. The Session has authorized the serving of communion remotely due to the inability of our 
congregation to gather in person. Our denomination has given permission for congregations to do so during this 
time. All are welcome to participate as we partake in communion as one body, united by Christ in the Holy 
Spirit. You are invited to use elements that you have in your home, some sort of bread and fruit of the vine. 

Communion Hymn #505 The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing THE FEAST IS READY 

Prayer After Communion 

Invitation for Financial Stewardship 
Your ongoing financial giving is important as we seek to continue our ministry at PCWS. Please consider making your 

contribution online. You can make a one-time payment or set-up automatic payments. https://presbyws.org/donate/ 
Reach out to Patrick Rivers (patrick@presbyws.org) with any questions or 

for help in setting up payments through your bank. 

https://presbyws.org/donate/
mailto:patrick@presbyws.org
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Go in God’s Name 

Sending Hymn Canticle of the Sun Marty Haugen 

Refrain 
The heavens are telling the glory of God, 

and all creation is shouting for joy! 
Come dance in the forest, come play in the field, 

and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord! 

  Verse 1  Verse 2 
  Praise for the sun, the bringer of day,  Praise for the wind that blows through the trees, 
  he carries the light of the Lord in his rays;   the seas’ mighty storms, the gentlest breeze; 
  the moon and the stars  they blow where they will, 
  who light up the way unto your throne!  they blow where they please to please the Lord! 

  Verse 3  Verse 4 
  Praise for the rain that waters our fields,  Praise for the fire who gives us his light, 
  and blesses our crops so all the earth yields;  the warmth of the sun to brighten our night; 
  from death unto life her mystery revealed  he dances with joy, his spirit so bright, 
  springs forth in joy!  he sings of you! 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude Postlude on “La Morisque” Tielman Susato 
  Stephanie Coates, piano arr. by Austin North 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 
obtained from One License with license #A-713281 and 
CCLI (license numbers 1117008 and 20337417). Cover art 
is Let There Be by Lauren Wright Pittman ©A Sanctified Art. 
 

THANK YOU TO Kevin Hennessy and Stephanie Coates for their music leadership 
in worship today and to Tricia Koning for tech support. 

 

http://www.presbyws.org/
https://presbyws.org/children-sunday-school/
http://sanctifiedart.org/
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https://presbyws.org/early-risers/
https://presbyws.org/adults/soul-of-wine/

