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EXPLORE—JOY 

 
Our examination of Paul's fruit of the Spirit continues 
this December with joy. The Greek word Paul uses 
for this fruit is chara which is a kind of eternal joy 
beyond the fleeting joy that people experience when someone 
cracks a funny joke or a child makes a humorous comment. This 
kind of everlasting joy is available to everyone and finds its 
source in the cosmic divine. Jerry Seinfeld used to famously  
wonder if Superman has super speed and super strength does he 
also have super humor?  
 
This December, please join us as we wonder and explore what 
super humor, or divine, everlasting joy might look like. How 
might this kind of joy be accessed by us and shared to others? 
Our joy series will begin as the Advent Fair and all the other  
classic, fun, and meaningful activities that regularly happen on 
December 6. The series will continue on December 13 and 20  
before Explore takes a break for the holiday season.  

 
Sunday, November 29 - Advent I  
     Hanging of the Greens 
          Following Worship 
 
Sunday, December 6 - Advent II  
     Worship with Communion, 
     THE ADVENT FAIR and 
     Alternative Giving Fair 
 
Sunday, December 13 - Advent III 
     PCWS Goes Caroling at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Sunday, December 20  -Advent IV 
     Morning of Marvelous Music 
     Christmas Pageant at 5:00 p.m. 
   
Thursday, December 24    
      Christmas Eve Worship   
     5:00  p.m. -- 
           A Children’s Christmas Service 
   11:00  p.m. -- 
           Traditional Christmas Eve  
           Candlelight, Carols, Communion 
 
For more information on all these 
events, see pages  4, 5 and 6.    

“Isn’t it lovely? Isn’t it wonderful?” 
 
We are so grateful for the work of a dedicated crew of  
volunteers, headed up by Sheryl Allen, Michelle Hennessy and 
Jane Melilli. They have created a work of beauty in the newly  
redecorated Graham Charter Room.  Thanks to Sheryl, Michelle 
and Jane’s efforts along with Kurt Smyers and willing volunteers 
Neil Pendleton, Lance Smith, Herb Smyers, Sal Melilli, Tyler Allen, 
Lacey Allen, Peter Weber, and Mark DeVries, fresh paint, new 
flooring, improved storage, new furniture and accessories all  
harmonize to create a beautiful space for meeting, relaxing and 
learning.  
 

The room is named for the first installed pastor of PCWS, the 
Rev. Warren Graham, and is home to many historical  
documents, photos and memorabilia, including the charter of 
the church, penned in 1955. What a wonderful way to continue 
to celebrate the congregation’s 60th anniversary than with a 
facelift for the Graham Charter Room.  The renovations were 
funded completely off-budget, with a special gift and from the 
Joe Butler and Jack Manning Memorial funds.  
 

PS:  The first floor women’s restroom is looking fantastic, too! 
Many thanks to Jane Melilli for the redecoration in that room! 
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 Congregational Life 

Sometime in early 2016 , I’ll be on a journey I never imagined taking. In October, I was 
 approached by the Rev. Dirk Ficca, consultant to the Interreligious Initiative for  
Peacemaking of Chicago Presbytery and former executive director of the Parliament for 
World’s Religions, who is working with others to change the conversation between Jews, Palestinians and 
Presbyterians about Middle East peace. A series of trips is being planned for mainstream Jews, Palestinians 
and Presbyterians from metropolitan Chicago to learn about grassroots efforts for peace, even as we travel 
together, which is something new and different. I’ve been asked to be one of two Presbyterian leaders who 
will travel with two Jewish leaders and two Palestinian leaders from Chicago to make the first trip to the West 
Bank and Israel.  
 
In reflecting on the ongoing tragedy of the Israeli – Palestinian conflict, Dr. Tal Becker at the Shalom Hartman 
Institute in Jerusalem makes this observation: 
“Israelis and Palestinians each need something from the other in order to give the other what they need. For 
Palestinians this is self-determination and dignity as a people. For Israelis it is the recognition of Jewish sover-
eignty and security in the midst of a volatile region.” 
 
As it turns out, Presbyterians have long been in the conversation with both Jewish and Palestinians. We don’t 
always get things right, but when we do, the hope and the possibilities for peace stay in the forefront of our 
work and conversation.  
 
Someone has to go first, and there are many examples of faithful efforts being made that we’ll explore on our 
trip. I’m honored and humbled to have been asked to take the first trip with the five other leaders. I’m deeply 
grateful to have the support of the Session and PCWS staff to take time to make this journey. I’m a little bit 
nervous to be traveling to a volatile region of the world, but I know that it’s an honor to be asked and that I 
will be changed by the experience. Please join me in praying for peace, in this season of the coming of the 
Prince of Peace.  
 
Peace, 

Jennifer 

OUR PASTORS 
 

Rev. Jennifer Burns Lewis,   Pastor/Head of Staff                       jlewis@presbyws.org 

Rev. Matthew Paul Schmidt,   Associate Pastor                         mschmidt@presbyws.org 
 

For a complete list of our staff, visit our website:  www.presbyws.org. 
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Advent Activities 
Festival Chancel Choir  
December 20th worship  and  
December 24th 11:00 p.m. service 
 
Rehearsals are underway for this year's 
Morning of Music, "The Promise of 
Light", but it is not too late to join us. Rehearsals are Thursdays 
December 4, 11, and 18 from 7-8:15 p.m.  All voice parts are  
welcome - teens through adults. Some of the music will be  
reprised on Christmas Eve, and Christmas visitors are welcome 
to join the choir for either or both dates. 
 
Festival Children's Choir for December 24th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
We invite all boys and girls grades K-8 to sing in the choir for the 
5:00  p.m. service on Christmas Eve. It doesn't matter if you are 
not usually in the choir; all are welcome. We are doing a cool 
drum re-telling of the Nativity as well as singing an anthem with 
drum accompaniment. Rehearsals will be held on Sundays,  
November 22, December 13 and 20 during Explore from 10:45-
11:30 a.m. 
 
Musical Preludes for both Christmas Eve Services 
At the 5:00 p.m. service, we have the wonderful tradition of  
having our own PCWS Christmas recital as the prelude! Of 
course piano pieces are welcome, but if your child plays an  
instrument in school and wants to participate, we are happy to 
work with you in finding a short solo.  Or if they want to sing a 
solo/duet/trio, anything is possible--just talk to Patti Mangis,  
Director of Music  about ideas. If you already know what you/
your child wants to sing/play, please email the title to Patti 
(pmangis@presbyws.org) by December 10th. 
 
At the 11:00 p.m. prelude, we welcome teens and adults who 
are here all year long, as well as those who are coming home for 
Christmas and want to gift us with their music. Again, Patti 
would be happy to help find music or, if you know what you 
want to do, let her know the title by December 10th. 

Advent Season Collections:  
The Gift of Warmth 
 

We will continue our annual tradition of 
collecting gently used coats and jackets 
for men, women and children which 
will be donated to Maria Shelter and 
Believe Family Shelters on the south 
side of Chicago.  If you have lightly 
used and reliable boots, we’ll be happy 
to include those, as well. 
 
We’ll also be collecting new hats and 
mittens/gloves for children and adults 
of both the Maria/Believe Shelters and 
Sharing Connections in Downers Grove.  
As in the past, there will be a specially 
marked Christmas tree on the 2nd floor 
to collect the hats and mittens. We’re 
hoping to deliver these gifts in advance 
of Christmas, so it would be great if we 
could receive your donations of hats, 
coats, boots, gloves and mittens by 
Sunday, December 13. 
 

Non-Perishable Food Items 
 

The Christmas Giving Tree will be in the 
Narthex, where we’ll gather non-
perishable food items for our local 
food pantries.  The tree will contain 
“ornaments” with a food item noted on 
the back.  Simply select an ornament, 
bring that particular food item(s) to 
church and place it under the  
Christmas Giving Tree.  If you don’t 
have the opportunity to take an orna-
ment, any non-perishable food items 
are welcome and will be much appreci-
ated by the local pantries. 
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1st & 2nd Sunday of Advent  

Sunday, November 29 
  
  9:30 a.m.  Worship 
              Hanging of the Greens 
10:30 a.m.  Extended Fellowship 

Sunday, December 6  
 

  9:30 a.m.    Worship ~ Communion 
10:30 a.m.    Advent Fair   
              Cookie Walk 
              Alternative Giving 
                  Event 
5:00 p.m.   JUPYs Christmas Party 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 
We will be collecting the Christmas Joy Offering throughout the season of Advent.  Seventy-five percent of 
this important annual denominational offering will be used by PC(USA) to assist retired and current church 
workers in need.  The remaining 25% will be allocated to our PCWS Benevolence Fund, maintained to assist 
those in our congregation who may find themselves in need of emergency assistance.  Please check bulletin 
inserts throughout the month of December for more information. 

Advent Fair 
 
December 6 at 10:30 a.m. begins our 
annual Intergenerational ADVENT 
FAIR.  There will be tables of craft 
projects ready for your creativity and gingerbread 
cookies to decorate.  This is a fun event for people of 
all ages.  Come enjoy the energy!  This is a perfect 
way to start the Advent season.  
 
If you are willing to help, contact Carolyn Bozek 
(cbozek@presbyws.org) or Kim Fronk 
(kimfronk@yahoo.com). 

Cookie Walk 
 
December 6 at 10:30 a.m. is also the 
annual Cookie Walk.   Please visit 

Room 302 and create a delicious box of special  
cookies.  The donations will help support the UPY 
Mission trip.   We appreciate your support. 

Hanging of the Greens  
2015 Edition 
 
We are altering the ‘Hanging of the 
Greens’ a bit this year making it 
easier for more people to participate.  When you 
come to worship on Sunday, November 29th, you’ll 
find the greens hung in the Sanctuary and the 
 advent wreath ready for worship on the first Sun-
day of Advent.  As we progress through the morning, 
we’ll decorate the rest of PCWS for the Advent sea-
son.  Through Worship, children and adults will  
receive items to decorate the crèche and the ever-
green tree in the Narthex for the holiday food drive. 
 
Following Worship, all are invited to the Jones Room 
for food, fellowship and decorating the lower level. 
There will be activities for young and old,  
individuals, couples and families.   
 
Everything will be laid out and ready to go.  We 
simply need your loving hands to help make the  
season come alive around our church home!  
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2nd Sunday of Advent 

Alternative Giving Event – Sunday, December 6 

The Mission committee is once again in the midst of preparations for the Alternative Giving Event during the 
Advent Fair on Sunday, December 6.  As in the past, we will have a wide variety of gift items available for 
purchase in the Graham Charter Room after worship.  Whether you’re shopping for friends, family, teachers, 
neighbors, coaches or even yourself, every item purchased will also “give” to someone else, here or around 
the world.  For example: 

Divine Fair Trade Chocolate, “Owned by cocoa farmers; made for chocolate lovers”, is  
co-owned by the 85,000 farmer members of the Ghana cooperative that supplies the cocoa 
for these chocolates.  They earn a share in the profits, have a voice in the company and have 
a presence in the global marketplace. 
 
SERRV provides a variety of handcrafted items (we’re featuring their holiday ornaments) made by artisans 
working to break the cycle of poverty by supporting their families through their work.  SERRV collaborates 
with small organizations and cooperatives to create and maintain programs emphasizing educational sup-
port and skill training, sustainable community resource development and fair wages and payments so that 
these artisans and farmers can create a future for themselves and their families.  
 
Motown Soup is back for a 2nd year!  This is an all-volunteer organization that packages premium soup and 
baked goods mixes and uses the profits from their sale to benefit homeless shelters, food pantries, soup 
kitchens and free clinics.  These dried soup mixes make easy and delicious pots of soup on the stovetop or in 
the crockpot and the baked goods mixes (cornbread, muffins, scones, cookies, brownies, etc.) are  
guaranteed to satisfy any carb craving! 
 
There will also be plenty of Alternative Gift ideas through Heifer Project International, Church World Ser-
vice, Presbyterian Church (USA) Missions, Target gift cards for Maria Shelter and an opportunity to donate 
to the Christmas Joy Offering, all in our beautifully re-designed Graham Charter Room! 

Calling All Photographers 
 
Do you have pictures that reflect your favorite PCWS memories or events?  Do you 
have a picture that shows what PCWS means to you?  Do you have any photos of our 
60th Anniversary year? 
 

Carol Ulreich and Aileen Pendleton need your pictures.  They are teaming up to create the activity pages for 
our upcoming 60th Anniversary Photo Directory.   Submit your favorite photos from this year or anytime dur-
ing our history by: 

· emailing digital copies to Carol (carolju@lyonsts.com ) or Aileen (alpendleton@sbcglobal.net) or  

· placing actual photographs in an envelope and dropping them off at the church office or at the picture 
appointment table after church.  Be sure to put your name on the envelope so that we can return 
them to you. 

 

Then, sit back and wait expectantly (AFTER you have made your picture appointment!) to see if they find 
their way into our new directory.  
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Christmas Eve Worship 
Thursday, December 24 

 
 
 
  4:45 p.m.   Pre-service music  by our children 
  5:00 p.m.   Child Friendly service with carols 
   and light   
10:45 p.m. Pre-service music by our musicians                           
11:00 p.m. Worship with carols, Communion  
  and candlelight 

Sunday, December 20 
 

  9:30 a.m.     Worship 
                        Merry Morning of  
               Music 
10:45 a.m.     Explore 
  5:00 p.m.     Christmas Pageant 
   

3rd & 4th Sunday of Advent 

All Church Caroling 
 

Mark your calendars - the annual All-
Church Christmas Caroling will take 
place Sunday, December 13, at 3:00 
p.m. There will be a warm bus to chauffeur us to stops 
at retirement communities and homes of members. 
Songbooks will be provided. This is a great family event 
and we hope everyone will share in this Christmas  
tradition of sharing songs and good cheer.  
 
After spreading Christmas cheer, we’ll head back to 
PCWS for a supper of hot soups and sandwiches in the 
Jones Room. Everyone is welcome - please let us know 
you’ll be caroling on the sign-up sheet in the lower-  
level hallway or online at sign-up genius.  
 
Questions? Contact Kathy Boxell 
(boxellka@dist102.k12.il.us) 

Sunday, December 13 
 

   9:30 a.m.     Worship 
  10:45 a.m.    Explore 
   3:00 p.m.     All Church Caroling 
   6:00 p.m.     UPY Christmas Party    

PCWS Christmas Pageant 
 

We invite everyone to this lovely 
and charming reenactment of the 
Christmas story followed by a party 
with pizza and cake on Sunday 
evening, December 20 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
All children, kindergarten age or older, are invited 
to participate in the Christmas pageant. Children 
should sign up for the role that they hope for this 
year as soon as possible; the signup sheet is in the 
lower hallway. There is a mandatory rehearsal for 
all pageant participants Saturday morning 
(December 18) from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30.  

Check out the Photo Album of Fall 
Mission Activities and  

EXPLORE Activities! 

Gifts That Keep on Giving 
 
If you shop at Amazon, please use this link to shop and 
have a portion of your puchases donated to PCWS: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6009525 
 
Or, visit smile.amazon.com and  choose PCWS as your 
favorite charity. 
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Congregational News 

“Endings and Beginnings” 
 

It is hard to number the reasons why 
we are in disbelief that Thanksgiving 
and Christmas are “just around the  
corner.”  We want autumn to last for 
another 3 months!  We don’t want  
another year to come to an end.  We 
are not looking forward to sub-zero 
temperatures! 
 
We are, however, most definitely in  
favor of the upcoming holiday season.  
We love the music we sing, the  
festivities that enhance our worship, 
the theological import of gratitude and 
re-birth that unfolds during these “soon 
to be upon us” days of winter. 
 
We know, as well, that endings always 
lead to beginnings along the Christian 
journey.  As this year comes to a close, 
the Endowment and Special Gifts  
Committee gives thanks for ALL the 
ways in which you have given of your 
time, talent and treasure to the mission 
of PCWS.  Together we share a ministry 
in the name of Christ here in suburban 
Chicagoland. 
 
As we reflect upon all the ways in which 
God has shaped our lives, we ask that 
you consider a SPECIAL YEAR-END GIFT 
to PCWS.   It could be a gift of stock or 
simply an “extra offering” made to 
mark your gratitude for a year spent 
together and in celebration of one to 
soon begin.  As always, we are thankful 
for your presence among us — it  
wouldn’t be the same without you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Your Endowment and Special Gifts 
Committee 

Diane Wood Honored by  
Department of Justice 
 
"The John Sherman Award is named 
after Senator John Sherman, who  
authored our nation's first antitrust 
law, the Sherman Act, in 1890. Senator 
Sherman also served as Secretary of 
State  (McKinley Administration),  
Secretary of Treasury (Hayes  
Administration), and as a member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 
Enacted 125 years ago, the Sherman Act, as the U.S. Supreme 
Court has observed, is the 'Magna Carta of free enterprise' and 
'as important to the preservation of economic freedom and our 
free-enterprise system as the Bill of Rights is to the protection of 
our fundamental personal freedom.' The Sherman Act also helps 
to 'protect and vindicate [the] economic ideals that underlie the 
whole structure of a free society.' 
 
Established in 1994, the Sherman Award represents the highest 
antitrust honor presented by the U.S. Department of Justice and 
recognizes individuals whose commitment to sound antitrust  
policy have made “substantial contributions to the protection of 
American consumers and the preservation of economic liberty.” 
 
Prior to this year, the award had been presented to 10  
individuals. Diane is the eleventh recipient, and the first woman 
to be so honored. Two of her three children, all three  
stepchildren, her husband, and several other family members 
were able to be with her in the Great Hall of the Department of 
Justice for the ceremony. “While it is hard to believe that I  
deserved it, it was nevertheless a very moving event for me.” 
 
PCWS is proud of our friends and member, Diane Wood and  
celebrate this honor with her! 
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 Meet your elders and deacons-elect 

These wonderful people have been elected to serve as elders and deacons for one and three year terms.  They 
will be trained and ordained and installed in January, 2016. 

Deacons-elect 
 

Katie DeVries: (one year term); Katie returns to us 
for a second one year term as a deacon.  She is a 
sophomore at Lyons Township High School where 
she sings in the choir. As a deacon, Katie has helped 
out in many ways with receptions, college care packs, 
reach out cards and so much more. Katie’s an active 
member of UPYs, has helped with Vacation Bible 
School and music in worship.  
 
Lori Carsten:  We’re pleased to welcome Lori Carsten 
to the deacons!  Lori and her family don’t always sit 
in the same place in worship, but we can always 
count on daughters, Claire (8)  and Marissa (6) for 
active participation during Words for Children. The 
Carstens joined PCWS in 2014.  Lori and her husband, 
Greg, and the girls live in Willow Springs. Lori is  
manager of sales administration for KI Industries in 
Berkeley.  
 
Michelle Hennessy: (one year term) Michelle is an 
active member of PCWS, serving as our Director of 
Communications, a Stephen Minister, a member of 
the Handbell Choir, and more.   Michelle joined PCWS 
in 2012 and she and her husband, Kevin, live in Burr 
Ridge.   Michelle doesn’t always sit in the same place 
in the sanctuary.  
 
Judy McAtee: This is Judy’s first term as a deacon, 
but she’s no stranger to the ministries the deacons 
offer to PCWS. She’s long been the “kitchen queen”, 
helping us to stay organized and functioning well for 
events and receptions. A member of the mission 
committee and a retired elder, Judy is a travel agent 
and organizer of exciting excursions. Judy has been a 
member of PCWS since 2001 and can be found sitting 
on the lectern side of the sanctuary, usually near her 
daughter, Sarah Sullivan, and her amazing 
 granddaughters, Erin, Colleen and Shannon.  

Linda Murray: (one year term): Linda  returns to the 
Board of Deacons, having served in prior years. As 
our Director of Lay Ministries, Linda is one of the first 
people guests meet when they join us for worship. 
The mother of Caroline (12) and Piper( 9), Linda and 
her husband, Win, live in Western Springs and have 
been members of our congregation since 2006. You 
can find the Murrays sitting on the organ side of the 
sanctuary, or in the narthex, or at the piano. 
 
Erin Sullivan: (one year term): Erin is also returning 
to us as a deacon for another one year term. Erin is a 
junior at Lyons Township High School where she’s 
involved in lots of things, especially theater. She’s 
also a mainstay here at the church, where she was 
baptized and confirmed, has served as a sexton, VBS 
volunteer, participant and leader in Music and  
Drama Camp, and so much more. Erin and her  
sisters, Colleen and Shannon, live with their parents, 
Brian and Sarah, in LaGrange.  Find her on the main 
floor. 

 
Elders-elect 

 
Eric Boeckmann:  Eric is a lifelong Presbyterian and 
served as an elder in his home church as a teenager. 
Eric and his wife, Liz, joined PCWS in 2014, coming to 
us from Fourth Presbyterian. Eric is a portfolio  
manager with Northern Trust.  They and their two 
children, Max () and Hannah () , live in LaGrange and 
are balcony dwellers at PCWS. Eric is serving as a 
confirmation mentor this year.  
 
Marcia Buell: Marcia lives in Western Springs and 
has served as a deacon, a confirmation mentor, and 
on the Endowment and Special Gifts Committee. 
Marcia has been a member of PCWS since 1975 and 
served as an elected trustee for the Village Board of 
Western Springs and chairperson of the Police and 
Fire Commission. You can find her seated on the  
                                                           (Cont’d on page 9) 
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Congregational News 

  
     Kinley Baise              Kalie Hoskins  
     Shannon Sullivan   Emma Weber      

Presbytery News 
 

The year is drawing to a close  
everywhere, and in the Presbytery of 
Chicago, we’re completing a year of 
transition and assessment that will 
continue into 2016. PCWS has strong 
ties to the presbytery, as a leader in 
mission giving, generous with our time 
in service on committees and as  
commissioners, and participation in 
projects such as the hygiene kit harvest 
for disaster relief through Church 
World Service, anti-racism training, 
and ongoing continuing education 
through the presbytery’s jewel of an 
event called LEAD.  
 
If you’ve never been involved in  
presbytery before, we can help you get 
involved. Visit with either of the  
pastors, our 2015 commissioners Carol 
Stoub,  David and Jane Boxell, Loretta 
Gratias-Bremer, Grayson Van Camp, or 
a member of the Session. Any one of 
us would be happy to point you in the 
direction of meaningful learning or  
service…or both! 

Deacons and Elders (Cont’d) 
 
main floor of the sanctuary. Ask her, anytime, about her two 
children and five  grandchildren, ages 1-7! 
 
Condy Dixon:   Also a main-floor guy (lectern side), Condy Dixon 
and his wife, Theresa, joined PCWS in 2014 by letter of transfer 
from McDonough Presbyterian Church in McDonough, Georgia. 
The Dixons live in Lemont, and Condy is COO of RJW Transport in 
Woodridge. The Dixons have a son, Michael and daughter-in-
law, Katherine, who live in Wisconsin.  
 
Jamie Smith (one year term): Jamie Smith grew up at PCWS and 
was baptized and confirmed here. A junior at Lyons Township 
High School, Jamie lives in Western Springs with her parents, 
Lance and Laura. A member of the girls golf team, Jamie is also 
an accomplished equestrian, pianist, UPY, and member of the 
Youth Committee. Back row of the balcony is where you’ll find 
the Smiths.  
 
Nate Yates:  Look down front on the lectern side for Nate and 
Kim Yates and their children Marin (8) , Carter( 6) and Jillian (6).  
Nate and his family live in Western Springs, where Nate is  
manager of US Agribusiness for Corn Products international. A 
lifelong  Presbyterian, Nate has served PCWS as a JUPY and UPY 
advisor, a confirmation mentor and as a member of the  
Finance Committee.  
 
Endowment and Special Gifts Committee 
Steve Blough 
Sal Melilli (one year term) 
Carol Stoub 

2016 Nominating Committee 
Andy Hoskins 
Linda Murray 
Aileen Pendleton 
Abby Sindelar 
Joyce Smyers 
 
We welcome all of these wonderful people to leadership at 
PCWS and thank them for their willingness to serve.  
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 Adult News 

Theology and Brew 
(Evening and Daytime) 
 
Please join us for a casual, 
thoughtful, lively discussion of an  
article or blog post related to faith. Our 
evening edition Theology & Brew will 
meet at Now Serving Cafe on Monday, 
December 14 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
If days work better for your schedule, 
we will also gather for a daytime  
edition at the same location, one week 
later, on December 21 at 1:00 p.m. As 
always, if you are not on the email list 
to receive the monthly articles, please 
send a note to 
tandbrew@presbyws.org and we will 
make sure to add you to the list!  

Presbyterian Women's Christmas Luncheon 
December 3, Noon 
 
First Presbyterian Church of LaGrange, invites all 
women to the Christmas Luncheon on Thursday,  
December 3.  The luncheon will begin with punch at 12:10 p.m., 
lunch will follow promptly at 12:30 p.m..   
 
The program will feature music by Melissa Adamson Raub,  
soprano and her accompanist, Kathi Best. Please make your  
reservations by calling the church office (708-354-0771), no  
later than noon, Tuesday, December 1.  The cost is $10.00. 

2016 Stewardship  
Campaign 
 
Please help us plan for the 
New Year by submitting a 
pledge commitment to support the 
2016 operating budget before year 
end.  We are making solid progress  
towards meeting our goal, but we need 
your support. 
 
Please consider providing for the 
church through an annual commitment 
to sustain the many needs and inter-
ests of the congregation.  Your support 
is greatly appreciated! 
 
Questions?  Please contact Stephanie 
Carlisle or Stacie Wilson of the Leader-
ship and Ministries committee.  Thank 
you for your continued support of 
PCWS. 

Sixty for 60 Challenge! 
 

Thank you for your support of the Sixty for 60 Challenge!   
Together, we honored the PCWS 60th anniversary by sharing our 
time and talents to complete acts of kindness in our community.   

Winter Family Camp: Post-Holiday Fun 
and Relaxation - January 8-10, 2016 
 
As the holidays approach, don’t forget to sign up 
for Winter Family Camp. Just two hours away in East Troy, WI, 
two lovely lodges await our arrival for a weekend of fun and  
fellowship on January 8. 
 

Prices include all three meals on Saturday and  Sunday  
Breakfast: 
 

$101 per adult (older than 12) 
$ 75 per youth (ages 6-11) 
$ 50 per child (ages 2-5) 
No charge for children under 2 
 

Singles, couples, families, young and older…everyone’s  
welcome; we are all one big family at camp. Outdoor fun, 
games, leisure time, and worship with communion on Sunday 
morning are all part of the experience. Please sign up on the list 
in the lower hallway, or online at signup genius. If you have 
questions or need financial assistance, please contact  Carolyn 
Bozek (cbozek@presbyws.org) or Lorraine Hoskins 
(lorhos@hotmail.com. 
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Youth Ministry 

Christmas Party  
Sunday, Dec. 6 

6:00—7:30 p.m. 
GAMES 

FOOD  
FUN TIMES 

WHITE ELEPHANT  
GIFT EXCHANGE 

Bring an  
inexpensive  
wrapped gift  
$15 or less 
*Try to make it F-U-N-N-Y* 

This month at a glance… 
 

Sunday, Dec  6, 8:45 a.m.  
     set up  Cookie Walk 
 
Sunday, Dec. 13  6:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Christmas Party at Melillis’ 
  
Sunday, Dec. 20 no UPYs 
 Come to the Christmas Pageant 
    5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 27, no UPYs 
 Merry Christmas  
 

Coming Events: 
 

Jan. 16-19 Ski Trip 

This month at a glance… 
 

Sunday, Dec.  6, 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 Christmas Party 
 At Gertsmeier Home 
 

Saturday, Dec. 19, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
 Come help with Pageant Practice 
 

Sunday, Dec. 20, no JUPYs 
 Come to the Christmas Pageant 
    5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 27  no JUPYs 
 Merry Christmas  
 

Coming Events: 

 

Stay tuned for more fun stuff all 
winter long! 

Ski Trip 
Sat.—Mon. 

 Jan 16  - 18, 2016 
 
 

1.5 days of fresh powder, skiing, 
boarding, hot chocolate, warm 
fires, & crazy good times. 
 

Matt is totally scared of skiing, so if 
you are too, please come and do fun 
stuff like sledding and other  
adventures.. 

Christmas Party 
Sunday, Dec .13 
 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

At the Melilli’s House 

 Games and celebrations  of the 
season 

 Food and Snacks  

 $25 “Secret Santa” Gifts 

Cookie Walk!! 
Sunday, Dec. 6 

 

Please sign up to help  
             bake cookies!!! 

 
We will need helpers that  

morning beginning at 8:45 a.m. 
 Coordinators are Ali Slezak and Abby 

and Megan Sindelar 

Advent Fair 
Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Create a craft and staff a table 
at the Advent Fair.   

Contact  
Carolyn Bozek 

We need help with  
Pageant Practice on Sat. 
Dec. 19,  9:30-11:30 a.m. 
and on Sunday, Dec. 20,  

4:30-6:00 p.m. 
Contact  Carolyn Bozek if 

you are available. 

Pageant Practice 

YOUTH TOY DRIVE INFO 
 

Please bring unwrapped toy  
donations for children in need at 
Sharing Connections to your  
Christmas Party!  
 

We recommend a $20 toy or $20 
Target gift card or you could  
combine with a friend and get 
something really fun! 
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 Congregation news 

Deacons’ News 
 
As part of our congregation’s Random 
Acts of Kindness challenge for the 60th 
Anniversary, the Board of Deacons de-
livered goodies to the Western Springs 
police and fire departments in  
November. 
 
November 1 (All Saints’ Day) was the 
perfect day to gather at Plymouth Place 
for a tea party honoring resident mem-
bers and friends who love PCWS and 
who have been a part of our faith com-
munity for many years. The  
Deacons hosted the event as part of the 
church’s 60th anniversary  
celebration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candy, toothbrushes, popcorn,  
mechanical pencils….those are just a 
few of the many items the Deacons 
packed and shipped in care packages to 
29 college students just before  
Thanksgiving. Three e-cards were also 
sent to students overseas. The Deacons 
would like to thank  
everyone who  
Donated. 

Put on a Happy Face!   
Make your appointment now! 
 
The Deacons want your happy faces for 
the 60th anniversary photo directory.  Mark your calendar!  Indi-
viduals and families will have their pictures taken during a varie-
ty of appointment times every day from Saturday, December 26 
through Wednesday, December 30.   
 

What’s in it for me, you ask? 
 A free 8 x 10 photo of your choice 

 A copy of the new photo directory (Note: The only way to 
get a copy of the directory is to have your picture taken.) 

 $10 coupon toward your photo purchase, if you schedule an 
appointment before December 10 

 A 20% discount on your photo purchase, if you are 60 years 
of age or older 

 A free way to put names and faces together 

 

What is this costing the church? 

Absolutely nothing.  And the number of activity pages we can 
include in the directory is based on the number of appointments 
scheduled.  So, the more, the merrier! In fact, your appointment 
will help combat hunger.  LifeTouch will be donating 4 meals per 
scheduled appointment through Feed the Need. 
 

How do I schedule that priceless appointment? 

There will be friendly deacons at a table in the Narthex every 
Sunday morning through December 20 to help you make an  
appointment  or you can go to the church website at 
www.Presbyws.org and click on the About Us tab.  Select Church 
Family Directory and click Portrait Sign-up to make your own 
appointment.   
 

Who can be photographed? 

You, your immediate family, your extended family, whatever 
groupings you might like. Invite your friends and neighbors to 
schedule an appointment, too.  Their photos will count toward 
our activity pages and do not have to be included in our  
directory.  Who knows, maybe they will like the members they 
meet at the photo shoot and want to join in the fun at PCWS.  
 
Questions?  Contact Deacon Coordinators Kay Kelly 
(tkkelly1981@sbcglobal.net), Jan Paddock 
(JanetPaddock@comcast.net), or Laurie Merrifield 
(lampony@me.com).   
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Mission & Service 
 

January 7 at 7:00 p.m.  This is a time 
when we can be together for planning 
and learning.  All teachers are encour-
aged to come to share ideas and put 
schedules together. 

Peace and Global Witness Offering – Challenge Met! 
 
Wow!  What a generous gift we will be sharing to promote peace 
throughout the world! 
 
As you may recall, the Mission Committee issued a challenge to 
the congregation to encourage giving to October’s Peace and 
Global Witness Offering.  The committee agreed to match up to 
$700 in congregational donations, with the intent of directing 
those funds to support the mission work of Rev. Jo Ella Holman, 
Regional Liaison for the Caribbean (including Cuba), Presbyterian 
Church, USA. Our congregation has generously donated $530 to 
date, which means that Mission will match that base amount 
and, coupled with our discretionary portion, will give nearly $700 
of our collective gifts directly to support Rev. Holman’s work in 
this rapidly changing part of the world.  What a generous gift for 
Peace!  

Maria Shelter Work Day 
 
On Saturday, November 7, PCWS completed our annual work 
day at Maria Shelter and Believe Shelter in Chicago. The 
2015/2016 Confirmation class and their mentors moved  
mountains!!! Well . . . at least mountains of tree branches, 
leaves and other junk. The rest of the PCWS faithful replaced 
plumbing fixtures, hung donated televisions, replaced ceiling 
tiles, fixed wheelchair ramps and painted anything in sight!!  
 
Thanks to all those who attended, including these members of 
the  2015/2016 Confirmation class:  Sarah Blough, Alex Boxell, 
Natalie Carlisle, Christian Cloutier, Jessie Fronk, Luke  
Gertsmeier, Drew Hughes, Caroline Murray and Colleen Sullivan; 
their mentors:  Ashley Glickman and Candice Mares; and their 
teachers:  Jennifer Burns Lewis, Rogers Malone and Matt 
Schmidt. The rest of the PCWS faithful included Lance Smith, 
Janet Andersen, Ron and Mary Jo Blough, Roger Dold, Andy 
Hoskins, Scott Karstens, Adam and Christine Rodos, Herb Smyers 
and Brian Sullivan.   
 
Lastly, special thanks 
to Mary Jo Blough for 
shopping and  
organizing lunch for 
this hungry crew! 

LaGrange/Western Springs/
Brookfield   2015 CROP Walk 
 
Sunday, October 18th, was a beautiful 
day for a walk through LaGrange and 
into Western Springs for this year’s 
CROP Walk. More than 190 people  
enjoyed this walk which helped to 
raise more than $17,113.  Of this 
amount, $7,789 was cash and checks 
with $9,324 collected online. 
 

Many thanks to all participants:  our 20 
walkers, our financial supporters, the 
organizers, and to all those who 
brought food items for the five local  
pantries. 
 

PCWS can be very proud as we 
continue to support the annual CROP 
Walk sponsored by Church World  
Services.  CWS and five local pantries 
will use these funds to help fight  
hunger. 
 

Pictures of this year’s PCWS walkers 
are posted on the Mission bulletin 
board. 



December, 2015 14 

 
 Member News 

Thank you for your service at PCWS in November!  We can’t do it without you. 
 
Collated and/or folded bulletins: Laura Fruit, Carol Ulreich, Harriett Potenza and Craig Harris 
 
Helped in the office and with scanning and database updates:  Carol Ulreich, Ruth Riordan,  
     Michelle Hennessy, Donna Strunk 
 
Crushed cans:   David Boxell, Ron and Mary Jo Blough 
 
October Food for Life team:  Cooks: Sue Eck, Ron and Mary Jo Blough 
     Drivers/Servers: Paul and Betty Banovic 
 
November Food for Life team:  Cooks: Ann DeVries, Ron and Mary Jo Blough 
     Drivers/Servers: Betty Banovic, Janet Andersen 
     Purchased Food for Food For Life: Kathy Wennerstrum 
     
Second Baptist Food Pantry run:   David and Jane Boxell 
 
Prepared Glad Tidings for mailing:  Mary Kae Headland, Ruth Riordan, Joyce Habermann and  
     Dorothy Andersen 
 
Flower Guild designers and flower setup in November:  Carol Coughlin, Sue Kovalick  

Thursday, Dec. 24 : 
 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, Dec. 25: Closed 
 
Monday Dec. 28 - Thursday, Dec. 31: 
  9:00 a.m. - noon 
 
Friday, Jan. 1: Closed 

End of Year Finances 
 
With the hustle and bustle of the holiday season 
upon us, the Finance Committee asks: please consider giving to 
the church in December . . .  or fulfill any unpaid balance on your 
pledge for 2015!  It is through the contributions of every  
individual and family in the congregation that we are able to  
carry on our ministry now and throughout the year.  
 
If you need a convenient way to make recurring contributions or 
plan to make an additional gift before the end of the year, we 
encourage you to check out our electronic giving options. As the 
pace of life speeds up around the holidays, you may find elec-
tronic giving a most welcome way to make contributions.  
 
To set up a recurring giving schedule, visit us online at 
www.presbyws.org and click on the                                      button.   
 

As a reminder, per IRS guidelines, all contributions must be re-
ceived by the church, or postmarked, before December 31, 2015 
to be deducted for the year 2015.  We thank you for your ongo-
ing support of the mission and ministry of PCWS.  
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Member News 

Glad Tidings Deadline 
 

Articles for the January 
Glad Tidings are due  

December 10th.   
 

To ensure your submission is 
received, please email articles 
and pictures  to: 

 GT@presbyws.org 
 

Help prepare the January  
Glad Tidings for mailing  
Tuesday, December 22.  Meet 
@ 2:30 p.m. in the Jones 
Room. 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

Please submit all announcements 
to the church office by 9:00 a.m.  
Wednesday morning.  
 

Email to pcws@presbyws.org or 
fax to  708-246-4276.  

Sympathy to the family of Paul Allen 
who passed away November 5, 2015. 

 

Member Updates:   
 
Karen Neal 
215 W Washington St. 
Apt. 4810 
Chicago, IL  60606-3542 

 The Ahmeti Family 

 Tom Allen 

 Donna Bast 

 Kimberly Bone 

 David Boxell 

 David Boyer 

 Diane Markley Bruser 

 George Bruser 

 Carie Family 

 Sandy Carucci  

 Joan DeClene 

 David DeFano 

 Billye Dvorak 

 Norm Erickson 

 Paulette Erickson  

 Freda Geweniger 

 Marc Goldstein 

 Kathleen Kircher  

 Mary Jo Long 

 Mary Young Kushnir  

 Robin Lewis  

 Deborah Matthews 

 Jane Melilli 

 Evie Meyer 

 Peggy Mirlenbrink 

 Margaret Miller 

 Mary Myers 

 Holly Oliver  

 Ginger Oswald 

 Marge Sandrik 

 Rev. Maricela Gonzales  
Rubio 

 Mike Slesicki 

 Patti Schoenbeck  

 Jessica Schmidt 

 Margaret Swaar  

 Hank Strunk 

 Betty Toft 

 Beth Tooth  

 Dorothy Wilson 

 Donna 
   (Friend of Joyce Smyers) 

 Michael  
   (friend of Jane Norman) 

 Presbyterian Church  
Congregation in Nueva Paz,  
Cuba 

 The people of Syria,  
especially family  members 
of PCWS Interfaith  
Women’s Book Group  

LIFE EVENTS 



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF WESTERN SPRINGS 
5250 Wolf Road 
Western Springs, Illinois 60558-1898 

Web Page: www.presbyws.org 
E-Mail: pcws@presbyws.org 
Prayer Requests: prayers@presbyws.org 
Telephone: 708-246-5220 
Fax: 708-246-4276 

12-24-2015 

Dated Mail 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Scan to  
Learn about PCWS 

Upcoming Events in January 
 

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day  
      (Church and Offices Closed) 
 
Jan.  2 New Officer Training 
 
Jan.  3 Ordination/Installation of New Officers 
 Communion 
 
Jan.  5    Deacons’ 
 
Jan.  6    Committees 
 
Jan. 8—10  Family Camp 
 
Jan. 10  “Glad Tidings” Article Deadline 
 
Jan.  19   Presbyterian Women 
 
Jan. 20   Interfaith Book Group 
  Session 
 
Jan. 27   Book Club 

Upcoming Events in December 
 

Dec.  1   Deacons’ 
 

Dec.  2   Committees 
                Book Club 
 

Dec.  3  Presbyterian Women 
 

Dec.  6  Advent Fair—Cookie Walk 
   Alternative Giving Fair 
 

Dec. 10  “Glad Tidings” Article Deadline 
 

Dec. 13  All Church Caroling 
 

Dec. 16  Session 
 

Dec. 20  Christmas Pageant 
 

Dec. 22   Prepare “Glad Tidings” for mailing 
 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Services 
   5:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 
 

Dec. 25  Christmas Day 
   Church and Offices Closed 
 

Dec. 26-30   
 Church Directory Photo Sessions 
 

Dec 28—31  Church Office Hours 9:00 a.m.—noon 

To view a full calendar of events, please visit our webpage:  www.presbyws.org 


