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A Note from Pastor Erik…
I realize that this is only my second
Midwestern winter, but I’m beginning to feel
like I know a little something special about
the post-Christmas wintertime. The days are
shorter, and the world seems to move a little
slower. People seem less absorbed in the
hustle and bustle and they take a little more time to
connect and say hello.
Ironically, there’s a warmth in the winter and it is a warmth
brought on by human connection – and interest. I notice
this when I stop and talk with someone at the store or
getting a cup of coffee. Or when taking a wintry walk and
pausing to pet a dog and laugh with the owner.

Introducing our New
Church Administrator Terri Angarone
We are pleased to welcome Terri
Angarone to our PCWS team as
Church Administrator. Terri's first
day was January 27th. Terri comes
to PCWS with extensive experience
providing administrative and
operational support to various
organizations. She is a graduate of
Dominican University in River
Forest.

There’s also a sense of comradery, or a shared experience.
When the temperature dips down into the single digits (or
below!) we’re pretty much all cold … and we exchange
knowing glances, even with strangers, sharing the
experience of the biting cold.
Connections and shared experiences are part of what make
us human – it is part of our human need. In the church, we
are all about journeying with one another. In fact, to be a
Christian really involves being with other Christians. We
walk with others on the journey and this helps us to own
our faith and maybe even have our faith become relevant
in our lives and our relationships.
As PCWS is a place of warmth and connection, and a place
where we share common experiences with one another, I
pray that you will continue to seek out others! Meanwhile,
I’m going to keep looking for the secret blessings of the
cold winter!
Warmly,

Terri, her husband, Pete, and two
girls, Olivia (9) and Ophelia (4) live
in Brookfield. In her free time,
Terri enjoys working on her artwork
(painting, block printing and
etching) and spending time with
family and friends.
Please stop by the Church Office
and give a warm PCWS welcome to
Terri!

Pastor Erik

Annual Meeting of the Congregation —February 9
Please plan on staying after worship on February 9th for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation.
We will receive the written reports of our various programs and ministries and hear an update on
our finances.
We will also express gratitude to those who have served the congregation in the prior year and
recognize our 50-year members.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Valentine–Grams
Delivered Sunday, February 9
Valentine’s Day is right around the
corner! This year, your personal note will
be delivered with a small teddy bear and
a chocolate rose. Youth will be selling Grams through Sunday, February 2. You can also stop by the PCWS office to
purchase Grams. We will stop taking orders for Grams on
February 4. Grams will be delivered on February 9.

Interfaith Book Group

Wednesday, February 19, 1:30 p.m.
Meeting in the Jones Room, Nancy Polacek will lead the
discussion of the book Gilead by Marilynne Robinson. It is
an intimate tale of three generations, from the Civil War to
the 20th century, a story about fathers and sons and the
spiritual battles that still rage at America’s heart. Note:
This is the book that was originally scheduled for April.
All women are welcome to become a part of this powerful
group of women who share friendship and laughter around
books.

Presbyterian Women
PW will meet on Thursday,
February 6th at 12:30 p.m.
in the Education Room at
Plymouth Place. This meeting is a
favorite as we share books we have
read and enjoy dessert prepared by
LaGrange Highlands Presbyterian
Women. Cost is $12.00. Please
contact Betty Tompkins
(rue2@juno.com) if you have a book
to share. Please make your reservation by calling the PCWS office.
Afternoon Circle . . .
... will meet Thursday, February 20,
at 1:30 p.m. in the Graham Charter
Room. They will continue their
study of The Ten Commandments
with Lesson 6, Words of Love: Hold
Your Marriage Sacred.
For more information, please contact
Sue Eck (sueeck@gmail.com).

If you need more information, contact Mary Jo Blough.

Deacon Retreat – February 29
Please keep the Board of Deacons in your prayers as
they gather on Saturday, February 29 for a retreat! The
deacons will be spending time in worship, prayer, and
thoughtful discussion as to how they can structure
themselves to meet the changing needs of our
congregation. They’ll be sharing more about exciting new
initiatives in the coming months!

Session Scroll
The Session met Wednesday,
January 15. Highlights of the
meeting:
•

Thank you for your prayers!
•

OUR PASTOR

•

The Rev. Erik Khoobyarian, Pastor

•

Email: erik@presbyws.org

For a complete list of our staff, visit our website:
www.presbyws.org
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Reviewed the 2019 finances
and transferred surplus funds
into the reserve for major
repairs and toward mission
Discussed personnel searches
for Church Administrator &
Program Staff
Welcomed new elders Diane
Bonner & Mike Pelton!
Heard from Pastor Erik about
some upcoming plans for some
of the properties-related tasks
to shift to volunteers with
Forrest’s departure
February 2020

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Friends,
My time with PCWS has come to an end,
and although my time here was relatively
brief, I owe many people a debt of gratitude.
In my (just shy of) two years at PCWS, you
have given me a great deal of support,
opportunity, and comfort. I can only hope
that the mark I've left on you is as indelible as the one that
you've all left on me. In no other workplace have I
developed so many friendships, and it's the brief moments
in the office chatting, and learning about the amazing lives
you all lead, that I will miss most. You are all a truly
wonderful group of people.
My daily goal at PCWS was to pull together the small
things – the paperwork, the preparations, the drudgery –
in order to prepare a space that the virtues of the members could shine through. It is that tradition which I hope
will continue long after me by those who hold a similar
position to the one I have here. I know that you will show
the same level of magnanimity, patience, and support to
the new staff member that you have shown me.
To those of you who wonder how Pastor Erik will get on
without me: offer to support him with your talents and
skills in order to lighten his workload; love him by sharing
your joys, as well as your woes; be patient; and remember
that his business may be the leadership of this church, but
his labor is in the word and doctrine. While he works to
nourish the flock of PCWS, I hope that you'll encourage,
sustain, and energize him as well.
To Erik, my comrade and confidant, take time for yourself,
ask for help, and remember to set your own tone. Your
leadership at PCWS is appreciated, and your impact on
this church is without measure. A plant can sometimes
appear dead, when it just needs a little water, and a bit of
patience.

Church Staff Transition
As with all transitions, with Forrest
leaving and Therese starting as our
new Church Administrator, it will
take time to complete training and
learning how everything works at
PCWS. Please be patient during this
transition! Direct any concerns or
specific needs to Pastor Erik!

February 2020

My thanks goes out to all of you for your kind words in
these past few weeks. It was great to connect with so
many of you during fellowship in January. I am reminded
of a quote by British novelist Amelia Barr, "All changes
are more or less tinged with melancholy, for what we are
leaving behind is part of ourselves." I leave many parts of
myself with you, but take away so many more. Thank you.
Forrest Schroeder
Church Administrator Emeritus (I kid.)
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Sunday School Help Needed
Happy New Year! We are arranging schedules for Sunday
School teachers and assistants and invite Safe Space
approved persons to help over the next few months.
Periodically, there is also need for assistance in the
nursery to care for our toddlers.
Please sign up on our signup genius page and help our
classrooms to be fun, faithful and safe spaces for our
kiddos!
Questions? Contact Kim at kimfronk@yahoo.com

Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday, February 2
All Youth: Be prepared to help collect and
count the “votes” on Souper Bowl Sunday.
Contact Candice and let her know you’re available!

Valentine-Grams
Delivered Sunday, February 9
Valentine’s Day Grams are right around
the corner! Remember that youth will
meet Friday, February 7 with pizza to
prep all the Grams and we will make deliveries on Sunday
the 9th after church.

Youth Wisconsin Dells Water Park Adventure
February 28 and 29
Candice and Joey are suiting up and
heading North with PWCS' most
daring. We will be sleeping overnight
Friday, February 28 at the Wilderness
Resort in the Wisconsin Dells. Then,
all day Saturday, February 29 (Leap
Year Day), the youth will have passes
to the four indoor water parks and will
return home that night exhausted after a full day of
fun. RSVP to Candice ASAP if you’re interested.
Estimated costs are about $100.00 (based on minimum 11
youth attending) total for food, lodging and memories that
will last a lifetime.
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ADULT MINISTRIES
Adult Education: Praying the Examen –

Gathering Around the
Table

The examen is an ancient prayer practice that enables
you to find God in your daily life. It is based on a technique that St. Ignatius of Loyola outlined. Pastor Erik will
share some of the history of the examen, guide the group
in the practice, and provide tools for you to try it at home!
There are even smartphone apps! Join Pastor Erik for this
first session in a periodic series on spiritual practices.

If you're looking for a great way to
meet new people, get connected,
and enjoy great fellowship, fun, and
food - we invite you to join us as we
Gather Around the Table. This is a
great place where adult PCWS
members and friends, married and
single, gather for the opportunity to
fellowship and become involved
within our church family. Signups
are online and individually for each
gathering event - participate as
often as your calendar allows.

February 16 at 11:00 a.m.

Weekly Bible Study
You are invited to join Pastor Erik and others
from our community for Bible Study each
Wednesday from 2-3 p.m. We talk informally
about the text for the upcoming Sunday. No preparation is
required and the conversation is always interesting. Come
whenever you can and know that we’ll always have a spot
for you! Please see Pastor Erik with any questions.

Upcoming gatherings:

Early-Risers Book Group –
Thursdays in Lent
Are you looking for a way to grow in your faith,
meet others, and have a moment in the week
for reflection? Starting on Thursday, February
27, from 7-8 a.m., we’ll be reading and
discussing the book Gifts of the Dark Wood:

Seven Blessings for Soulful Skeptics (and Other
Wanderers) by Eric Elnes.

Eric Elnes demystifies the seven gifts bestowed in the
Dark Wood: the gifts of uncertainty, emptiness, being
thunderstruck, getting lost, temptation, disappearing, and
the gift of misfits. Copies of the book are available from
Pastor Erik or in the church office ($15) or you can
purchase it on your own. Coffee will be hot and the

discussion will be great!

PCWS Book Group
Monday, February 24 – 7:00 p.m.
The group will meet in the Graham Charter
Room for discussion of House Broken by Sonja Yoerg
(Fiction).
Everyone is welcome to attend for any or all of the
discussions. Check the church calendar for future dates
and the books chosen for discussion.
For more information, contact Joyce Rodos.
February 2020

Saturday, February 8th, 6:00 p.m.
“Tropical Night” at the Banovic’s
home. Join us for a Winter Escape;
wear your tropical attire, Hawaiian
shirt, etc.
Saturday, March 14th – Join
in for a fun night of games, conversation and appetizers at the home
of Lorraine Hoskins. Bring a small
appetizer to share. Beer and wine
will be available. This "Gathering" is
limited to 30, please signup soon so
you won't miss out!
Do you have an idea for a way to
offer adults a chance to get to know
one another better? If you have an
idea for hosting a gathering, please
contact Theresa Dixon.

Church & Office Holidays
Presidents Day
Monday, February 17
Church and Offices Closed
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
From the Music Director
PCWS is truly blessed with members who are not only so giving of their time but are incredible musicians lending their gifts in worship. As the Director of Music, I am so grateful. And honestly, so
very lucky as many churches of our size, do not have this opportunity with their members.

In reflecting on the music program, the one area of the program that I would like to see grow
would be the Chancel Choir. Those that sing with the choir are faithful members and for many, have
done so for over 20 years. It is a wonderful group of people to sing, laugh, share, and, of course,
worship with, and as much as that is true, to have more members would be so enriching for them
as well as you. I have many friends who are choir directors in churches across the country and we
are all experiencing the same with our choir programs, the same, strong core of people who have
been involved for many years, yearning for more to come be a part of the wonderful program that
is the choir.
The following is an excerpt from the Brentwood Benson Blog by Phil Nitz, a Staff Arranger and Worship Leader at Christ Church in Nashville. Phil reflects on the importance of the choir in today’s
church. After reading, please prayerfully consider coming to either a Thursday evening rehearsal
(from 6:30-7:30 p.m. as indicated on the church schedule) or a Sunday morning rehearsal (at 8:30
a.m. on a particular Sunday when the choir is scheduled to sing in church) and seeing what we are
all about. I promise, you will not be disappointed!
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CHOIR IN TODAY’S CHURCH
Among the many reasons the choir is vital to the life of any church, consider these three:
1. The choir is an opportunity for involvement. A church’s ministry is only as effective as the
people in its congregation who choose to get involved. Small groups, outreach teams, and
the arts have provided great opportunities for congregants to sow into the life of their
church’s ministry, and the choir falls under all three of those categories. I’ve often heard the
choir referred to as “the church within the church.” When you join a choir, you’re not just
singing notes together, you’re doing life and ministry together.
2. The choir is an extension of the pulpit. There are so many fantastic songs that have been
written for the Church and many that have yet to be written. But not all songs are necessarily suitable for corporate worship. There are songs that teach, encourage, compel, and call to
action, and the choir is a marvelous mouthpiece for such things. By presenting these kinds of
songs, the choir takes on a pastoral role, and it brings a rich dynamic to the theme or message of that particular service. This is especially effective in services with a missional focus or
special services like those during Holy Week or the Christmas season.
3. The choir is a reflection of heaven. The prophet Isaiah gives us a glimpse into God’s throne
room with angels singing together, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is
full of his glory” (Isaiah 6:3). John paints a similar picture in the book of Revelation. There is
a heavenly choir that sings God’s praises for all eternity. When we see our friends and family
in the choir loft singing in harmony of voice and spirit, I believe we are momentarily transported (even if only in our minds) to the throne room of heaven. Furthermore, we often see
a wide array of ages, ethnicities, and cultural backgrounds on display in the choir. This, too,
is a reflection of heaven – God’s people, of every age and every race, worshipping together
as one body.

See you in the choir! - Stephanie Coates, Music Director
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MISSION & SERVICE
What a week!
PCWS was honored to be the host of Izett
Samá Hernández, former pastor of our
partner church in Nueva Paz, Cuba, and
current pastor of the neighboring
Presbyterian church in Los Palos. Visiting the Presbytery of
Chicago as a member of the PCUSA Peacemaking Program,
Izett was welcomed by PCWS with an open house with
PCWS Elders and Deacons on Friday, January 10.
After sharing a beautiful sermon at PCWS Sunday morning,
Izett preached an equally thought-provoking sermon at the
Jazz Service at Fourth Presbyterian church in Chicago that
afternoon.
In addition to spending a lot of time with Pastor Erik
throughout the week, Izett was able to meet with staff and
friends at Fourth Presbyterian; with the pastors and friends
at her partner church in Oak Park; via conference with
another partner in Libertyville to plan a pastor’s retreat to
Cuba later this year; and with representatives of all of the
churches within the Presbytery of Chicago with Cuban
partners, including Barbara Wilson of Presbytery of Chicago
staff.
Her final “official” meeting was with staff at Congressman
Dan Lipinski’s office who had played a significant role in
securing (after many months) Izett’s visa for travel to the
United States.
Izett has been a great friend to PCWS throughout the 10
years of our partnership and we are so happy to have had
the opportunity to return Cuban hospitality by sharing our
homes, our churches and our prayers as she lives and
shares the story of the church in Cuba throughout the
Chicago area.

Greater Chicago Food Depository
Saturday, March 14
We have reserved a slot for a work session at the Greater Food Depository on Saturday morning,
March 14, and we hope that you can join in. Carpooling from the church will be available. We will
leave around 7:45 a.m. and will be back by noon.
If you are interested in attending, you can either sign up on the Chicago Food Depository website
(link for our event), or contact Jan Paddock by email. All attendees must be pre-registered. Also,
the minimum age for volunteers is 11.
Please join us for a morning of fun and service!!!
February 2020
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Lent Begins This Month on Ash Wednesday –
February 26

Wear the new PCWS logo
in style!

Plan on joining us for our simple soup supper, Bowl-and-aRoll on Ash Wednesday, February 26. Ash Wednesday is
the start of the 40-day season of preparation for Easter.
We will gather in the Jones Room for a simple soup supper
at 6:00 p.m. and then move to the Sanctuary for worship
starting at 7:00 p.m.

We hope you were able to pick up
your PCWS mug on January 19,
during fellowship. If you haven’t
received your mug, they will be
available Sunday, February 9, after
the congregational meeting.

Feel free to come for supper and worship or just join us for
worship. If you would like to bring soup, please signup
online atwww.presbyws.org/signup.

We’re also excited to announce we
have our own “store” where you can
shop from select apparel items
(fleece vest, t-shirt, cap, and more)
with our new logo. Visit our online
store to see the items available. We
were able to extend the window
to order until January 31!

Please contact Sue Eck for more information.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
As we enter the Lenten season, we will be sharing
information about One Great Hour of Sharing. This special
offering collected by the denomination for over 70 years
helps spread God’s love through three Presbyterian
Agencies:
·
·
·

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA)
Presbyterian Hunger Program
Self-Development of People

Each agency works in different ways to serve individuals
and communities in need. From initial disaster response to
ongoing community development, their work fits together
to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.
Look for informative inserts in your Sunday bulletins during
Lent. Encourage your children to join a time-honored
tradition of filling their “fish banks” which will be distributed
at the start of Lent. During Lent, you will find speciallydesignated envelopes in the pew racks to enclose a check
written to PCWS with OGHS on the memo line or give
online selecting “One Great Hour of Sharing.”

For those who order apparel items,
the items should arrive at PCWS by
approximately February 25. We will
let everyone know the orders are in
via the Weekly Email and you can
pick up your order the following
Sunday morning.
In the spring, we’ll have more items
available! Our hope is that everyone
will order at least one item and
wear when you’re out and about.
If you have ideas for items, please
contact Michelle Hennessy, Elder,
Welcoming Ministry.

Thank you for your support of the work made possible
through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.

Rev. Dr. Scott Matheney Preaching
Pastor Erik will be out of town on Sunday, March 8, and we
will welcome Scott Matheney back to our pulplit. Scott is
the Chaplain at Elmhurst College and a good friend of
PCWS!
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Installation of Officers
January 26, 2020
February 2020

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAYS
Jim McMahon
Jim Koning
Scott Merrifield
Joyce Habermann
Judy McAtee
Frank Pesce
Laura Fruit
Tom Wennerstrum
Shirley Pine
Ethan Strohl
Betty Toft
Rich Haeske
Laura Gertsmeier

2/4
2/5
2/5
2/7
2/7
2/8
2/11
2/11
2/12
2/12
2/12
2/13
2/15

Andy Hoskins
Ryan Gertsmeier
Betty Banovic
Jeremy Miller
Jen Cushman
Ashley Glickman
Karen Neal
Paige McMahon
Jessica Bonner
Roger Dold
Alison Slezak
Robert Fruit

2/17
2/18
2/19
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/20
2/23
2/24
2/24
2/25
2/28

Family Camp 2020
The first weekend of January a group of nearly 40
members of the PCWS community took part in Winter
Family Camp at Camp Edwards. It was a wonderful weekend of sharing the traditions of family camp with one
another, while welcoming some exciting first-time
attendees, including the return of Stacia Hoskins with her
twins Rainey and Lawson and Nikki Spangler (Rodos) with
18-month old Henry and her husband Paul!

Souper Bowl
of Caring

Sunday, February 2
Super Bowl Sunday will be here in
a few days and it is time for the
PCWS Youth to start gearing up to
participate in what is known as
Souper Bowl of Caring. February 2nd
will mark the 31st anniversary of
Souper Bowl of Caring, a charity
tackling hunger issues in communities all across the country.
Our youth will again participate this
year. They will collect money after
worship in soup pots and bowls.
Simply put your donation in the
soup pot or bowl of the NFL team
you wish to win the Super Bowl.
Then on the following Sunday we
will reveal which Team raised the
most money. Maybe one day soon
we will see a pot/bowl for our
Bears!
Be ready to vote with your wallet on
your favored team!

There was time for informal fellowship and games,
puzzles, good snacks, and homemade treats. Saturday
afternoon was spent adventuring throughout the camp
pursuing a scavenger hunt designed by the Yates family.
On Saturday night the group took a break from games for
a time of worship and communion. Pastor Erik shared
about the “chalking of the doors” Epiphany tradition and
distributed stars for the new year with words to guide us in
2020.
Planning for 2021 is already underway so we can continue
to embrace our traditions and invite, in new ways, all of
the PCWS family into the true joy and love that is Winter
Family Camp.

News Deadlines
Bulletin: Email announcements to
the church office by 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday morning.
Weekly Connection: Email
information to Michelle Hennessy
by Tuesday, 5:00 p.m. for
inclusion in the Thursday email.
Glad Tidings Deadline: Articles
for the next month’s Glad Tidings
due by the 10th of each month.
To ensure your submission is received, please email articles and
pictures to: GT@presbyws.org.

February 2020
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER























Our siblings at Nueva Paz Presbyterian Church
in Cuba
Our men & women serving our country in the
Armed Services
The people of Syria, and especially the relatives of PCWS’ Interfaith Women’s Book Group
Betty Toft
Betty Anderson
Billye Dvorak
Brent Young, son-in-law of Larry &
Becky Glasscock
Brian, friend of the Smyers family
The Family of Carol Stoub
Cheryl Donchez, friend of Theresa &
Condy Dixon
David DeFrance, nephew of Becky & Larry
Glasscock
Gary Mirlenbrink, uncle of Lori Carsten
Holly Oliver, daughter of Mary Kae Headland
Jacob DeBoer, father of Tricia Koning
Jan Keeler, friend of Amy Malone
John Kregg
Joshua Haberkorn, grandson of Shirley Pine
Kathleen Kircher
Kim Rae, friend of Amy Malone
Laura Querry, daughter of Becky & Larry
Glasscock
Linda Bell, daughter of Margot Walsh


























Lisa & Mike Porters, friends of the Leslie family
Marc Goldstein, friend of Carol Ulreich
Marc Ladene, friend of the Slezaks
Marge Sandrik
Mary Jo & Tully Davia, grandparents of
Isabella Davia
Mary Kate Miller, step-mother of Julie Garino
Mary, dear friend of Bruce Geary
Michael De Vries
Michael, friend of Jane Norman
Mike Slesicki, cousin of Barb Farr & Joe Benson
Norb Mirlenbrink, Uncle of Lori Carsten
Pat McTiernan, friend of Phyllis DiFrancesco
Paulette Erickson, friend of Carol Ulreich
Peggy Mirlenbrink, aunt of Lori Carsten
Peter Wilkie
Phil Kasik
Ruth Kaduke, niece of Herb & Joyce Smyers
The Swaar and Williams families
Teri Tuffner, aunt of Candice Mares
Theresa Ybanez, great niece of Laura Fruit
Toni Potenza Moya, daughter of Harriett
Potenza & Craig Harris
Parents of Tiffany Sellman
Paul, cousin of Elizabeth Slezak
The family of Zach Fangmeier: his mother
Taylor, brother Nick and aunt Mary Moos.

Carol Stoub Funeral &
Reception — February 8
On February 8 at 10:30 a.m. we
will gather in sure and certain
hope in the resurrection for
Carol Stoub’s funeral and witness
to the resurrection. Carol died on January 17 at
the age of 85. We give thanks for a life welllived!
Carol made most of the plans for her funeral
service and all are welcome to attend. Carol
requested contributions in her memory be
made to PCWS to be used for the improvement
of the Labyrinth that was so important to her.
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Mailed: January 28, 2020

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sermons Now Available as Podcast
For a few years now, PCWS has provided audio recordings of past Sunday sermons. Whether
you want to revisit a sermon you've heard, get access to one you've missed, or share one with a
friend or family member, our audio archive of sermons online is a great blessing.
We’re excited to announce that as of January 5th, 2020 audio of PCWS sermons is accessible
through the Podcast feature in iTunes, Spotify and Google Play. Thus, you can now access
sermons easily through your computer, smartphone, tablet, or iPod. Click any logo below to be
taken to our page, or search Presbyterian Church of Western Springs Podcast in your browser.
We're delighted to provide access to sermon content through such a variety of means.

