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Presbyterian Church of 

Western Springs 
 
 

December 24, 2020 | 8:00 P.M. 

 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 

Worshipping 
Together 

You are welcome and invited to join us for worship this Christmas Eve!  
Click here to join us live on Facebook at 7:50 p.m. to engage with others through real-time chat. 

Instructions for viewing the service live or the recording can be found at http://www.presbyws.org/worship. 

Gathering Together in God’s Name – Wherever We May Be 

Gathering Music (7:50 p.m.) I Wonder as I Wander  
  Away in the Manger/Lullaby 
  Angels from the Realms of Glory 
  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night 
  Stephanie Coates 

Prelude Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella Randall Hartsell 
  Shannon Sullivan, piano 

Words of Welcome  The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian 

Call to Worship  The Rev. Lottie MacAulay Friedman 
Like Magi following the star or shepherds in the field, 
we watch with hope and joy as the story unfolds. 
We gather at the manger to worship the newborn king; 
never fully understanding the wonderful mystery before us. 
We gather with our gifts: expectant hearts, loving spirits, 
eyes that long to see the reconciliation of the world and hands that are ready to serve. 
We gather to meet this newborn king. 

Opening Sentences  written by Amy Malone 
Wonder and mystery surround Christmas, 

A time that births a “leap of faith”. 
Trying to figure it out 

is just missing the point. 
Watch, the story radiates hope and joy.  

https://www.facebook.com/presbyws/live/
http://www.presbyws.org/worship
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Opening Hymn #133 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 

Lighting the Christ Candle  Jen, Bob, Alena, & Addie Cushman 

Sung Response My Soul is Filled with Joy WILD MOUNTAIN THYME 

  My soul is filled with joy I am lowly as a child, In your love you now fulfill, 
  as I sing to God my savior: but I know from this day forward what you promised to your people. 
  you have looked upon your servant, that my name will be remembered, I will praise you, Lord, my savior, 
  you have visited your people. for all will call me blessed. everlasting is your mercy. 

Refrain: And holy is your name through all generations! 
Everlasting is your mercy to the people you have chosen, and holy is your name. 
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Proclaiming the Word of God 

Gospel Lesson | Jesus is born! Luke 2:1-7 Kathy Wennerstrum 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

Hymn #147 The First Nowell (verses 1-3; see page 7) THE FIRST NOWELL 

Gospel Lesson | Angels appear! Luke 2:8-14 Mark Dold 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

Hymn #113 Angels We Have Heard on High (see page 8) GLORIA 

Gospel Lesson | Shepherds praise God! Luke 2:15-20 Katie Pendleton 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Hymn of Response #136 Go, Tell It on the Mountain (see page 9) GO TELL IT 

Entering the Nativity  The Rev. Lottie MacAulay Friedman 

Hymn #119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (see page 10) MENDELSSOHN 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Special Music Coventry Carol arr. by Douglas Smith 
 Mike Lobash & Tricia Koning, trumpet; Jim Koning, horn; Henry Lobash, trombone 

Sermon Holy Nights The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian 

Responding to God’s Word 

Special Music O Holy Night  
  John, Kara, & Colin Leslie 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Invitation 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
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We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, 
O holy God, creator and ruler of the universe. 
You created light out of darkness 
and brought forth light on the earth. 
You formed us in your image and called us to love and serve you. 
When we were unfaithful and turned from your ways, 
you did not forsake us, your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from captivity, 
made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and sent prophets to call us back to your way. 
In the fullness of time you sent your only Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior. 
In him, your Word, dwelling with you from all eternity, 
became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth, 
and we beheld your glory, Immanuel! 

Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with the celestial choirs 
and with all the faithful of every time and place, 
who forever sing the glory of your name. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in your name. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

You are holy, O God of majesty, 
and blessed in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

Born in humility, 
he came to rule over all. 
Helpless as an infant, 
he showed the power of your love. 
Poor in things of the world, 
he brought the wealth of your grace. 
Rejected by many, 
he welcomed all who sought him. 
In his dying and rising, 
you gave birth to your church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

Gracious God, 
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
that the bread we break and the cup we bless 
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 
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By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
that we may be one with all who share this feast, 
united in ministry in every place. 
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, 
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 
Empower us to be your Spirit, O God, 
to be Christ’s presence in the world 
even as Jesus was God-with-us. 
Give us courage 
to speak his truth, 
to seek his justice, 
and to love with his love. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Sharing the Bread & Cup 

All are welcome. The Session has authorized the serving of communion remotely due to the inability of our 
congregation to gather in person. Our denomination has given permission for congregations to do so during 

this time. All are welcome to participate as we partake in communion as one body, united by Christ in the Holy 
Spirit. You are invited to use elements that you have in your home: some sort of bread and fruit of the vine. 

Thank you to Betty Banovic for preparing the bread for our pastors to use tonight in the Sanctuary. 

Music During Communion In Excelsis Deo (Angels We Have Heard on High) arr. by Kevin R. Olson 
  Kami Booth, piano 

Christmas Prayer 

Christmas Joy Offering 
This evening we will be joining with other congregations in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  in collecting the 

Christmas Joy Offering which provides assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and funds 
for developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 

You are welcome to contribute online at https://presbyws.org/donate/. 

Special Music Christ is Come by Mike Weaver 
  Sheryl & Tyler Allen 

Go in God’s Name 

Passing the Light of Christ 

Hymn #122 Silent Night, Holy Night! STILLE NACHT 

  Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
  glories stream from heaven afar, 
  heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: 
   Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 

   Silent night, holy night! Son of God, 
   love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy face, 
   with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, 
   Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

   Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
   with the angels let us sing 
   Alleluia to our King: 
   Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 

https://presbyws.org/donate/


 6 

Hymn #134  Joy to the World  ANTIOCH 

   Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
   Let earth receive her king; let every heart prepare him room, 
   and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
   and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

   Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
  Let all their songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
   repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
   repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

   No more let sins and sorrows grown, 
  nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings flow 
   far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
   far as, far as the curse is found. 

   He rules the world with truth and grace, 
   and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness 
   and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
   and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Charge and Benediction 

Christmas Greetings 

Postlude Joy to the World with Hallelujah Chorus by G.F. Handel 
  Stephanie Coates, piano arr. by Tom Fetke 
 
 

THANK YOU TO all of our readers and musicians who assisted in leading worship this evening who are listed 
above, and to all of our singers who contributed to the virtual choir: Sheryl Allen, Kami Booth, Stephanie Coates, 
Emma DeBoer, Katie Diebel, Kevin Hennessy, Michelle Hennessy, Laura Hepburn, Donna Kanak, Josie Kelpsas, 

Kate Kelly, Kay Kelly, Erik Khoobyarian, Jim Koning, Tricia Koning, Walt Kovalik, Kara Leslie, John Leslie, 
Lottie MacAulay Friedman, Amy Malone, Lesley Sharkey, Grayson Van Camp, James Van Camp, & Barb Vaughan. 

A SPECIAL GRATITUDE TO Jim Koning for producing the videos for O Come All Ye Faithful (virtual choir, organ, 
and brass) and Coventry Carol (brass ensemble) and to Tricia Koning for producing the video of Silent Night and 

Joy to the World (utilizing audio from Christmas Eve 2019 at PCWS) and to everyone who provided photos. 

THANK YOU TO Sue & Walt Kovalick for beautifully decorating our worship space. 

 

 
 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 
obtained from One License with license #A-713281 
and CCLI (license numbers 1117008 and 20337417). 
Cover art is Nativity by He Qi. 
 
  

http://www.presbyws.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87373540715
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