Presbyterian Church of
Western Springs
Sunday, December 27, 2020 | 9:30 A.M.

1st Sunday of Christmas

Worshipping
Together

Like our siblings throughout the world, currently our congregation is gathering online with the assistance of electronic technology.
Click here to join us live on Facebook at 9:25 a.m. to engage with others through real-time chat. Instructions for viewing the service
live or the recording can be found at www.presbyws.org.

Gathering Together in God’s Name – Wherever We May Be
Gathering Music (9:25 a.m.)

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
Stephanie Coates, organ

Unto Us a Boy is Born!

arr. by Lani Smith

Stephanie Coates, piano

Prelude

In Heavenly Peace (Silent Night)
Kami Booth, piano

Gathering & Greeting
Call to Worship
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise the Lord in the heights!
Praise the Lord, all the angels;
praise the Lord, all the Lord’s host!
Let us praise the name of the Lord,
for the Lord’s name alone is exalted;
the Lord’s glory is above earth and heaven.
Come, let us worship God!
Opening Hymn #115
Away in a Manger (see page 4)

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian
Marcia Buell
adapted from Psalm 148

MUELLER

Call to Confession
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Prayer of Confession (silent confession followed by unison prayer)
Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly confess our sins and
ask your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. Have
mercy on us O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin.
Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Hymn of Preparation #128

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (see page 5)

W ZLOBIE LEZY

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Hymn #121

O Little Town of Bethlehem (see page 6)

ST. LOUIS

Proclaiming the Word of God
Scripture

Luke 2:22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall
be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen
your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed
them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword
will pierce your own soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God
was upon him.
Meditation

For My Eyes Have Seen

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian

Responding to God’s Word
Hymn of Response #157

I Danced in the Morning (see page 7)

LORD OF THE DANCE
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Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation for Financial Stewardship
Your ongoing financial giving is important as we seek to continue our ministry at PCWS.
Please consider making your contribution and/or pledge online at https://presbyws.org/donate/.
Reach out to Patrick Rivers (patrick@presbyws.org) with any questions.

Go in God’s Name
Sending Hymn #132

Good Christian Friends Rejoice (see page 8)

IN DULCI JUBILO

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Good King Wenceslas

arr. by Gary Norian

Stephanie Coates, piano
THANK YOU TO Stephanie Coates & Kate Kelly for their music leadership in worship today!

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-713281 and CCLI
(license numbers 1117008 and 20337417). Cover art is Simeon
and Anna by Rembrandt (public domain).

3

4

5

6

7

8

