Presbyterian Church of
Western Springs
Sunday, January 10, 2021 | 9:30 A.M.

Baptism of the Lord

Worshipping
Together
Like our siblings throughout the world, currently our congregation is gathering
online with the assistance of electronic technology.
Click here to join us live on Facebook at 9:25 a.m. to engage with others through real-time chat.
Instructions for viewing the service live or the recording can be found at www.presbyws.org.

Gathering Together in God’s Name – Wherever We May Be
Gathering Music (9:25 a.m.)

How Bright the Morning Star Does Shine
Stephanie Coates, organ

Prelude

Shall We Gather at the River
Stephanie Coates, piano

Gathering & Greeting
Call to Worship
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God;

arr. by C.E. Walz

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian
Loretta Gratias-Bremer

The holy habitation of the Most High.
The Lord pours forth rivers from bare mountains,
and fountains in valleys’ depths.
God opens rocks, and water gushes out.
On dry thirsty land God springs forth streams in the desert.
Come, let us worship God.
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Opening Hymn #480

Take Me to the Water

Call to Confession

TAKE ME TO THE WATER

The Rev. Lottie MacAulay Friedman

Prayer of Confession (silent confession followed by unison prayer)
God of new beginnings, we come before you in need of your cleansing power. Our lives are so
often muddied by brokenness, but we desire to live fully in your light. We repent of our
hardheartedness, our jealousy, our greed. We ask forgiveness for the times we ignore our present
blessings; dwelling too much in the past or future. Help us to live each moment in lockstep with
you; turning from evil and sin. Trusting in your enduring faithfulness we pray. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Passing of the Peace of Christ
Song of Preparation #288

Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

LIVING GOD

Proclaiming the Word of God
Scripture

Mark 1:4-11

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who
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is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Sermon

Do you?

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian

Responding to God’s Word
Hymn of Response #408

There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit (see page 4)

SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation for Financial Stewardship
Your ongoing financial giving is important as we seek to continue our ministry at PCWS.
Please consider making your contribution online at https://presbyws.org/donate/.
Reach out to Patrick Rivers (patrick@presbyws.org) with any questions
or for help in setting up payments through your bank.

Go in God’s Name
Sending Hymn #475

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (see page 6)

NETTLETON

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Gavotte from English Suite in g minor
Stephanie Coates, piano

Johann Sebastian Bach

THANK YOU TO Amy Malone, Kevin Hennessy, and Stephanie Coates for their music leadership in worship today!

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-713281 and CCLI
(license numbers 1117008 and 20337417). Cover image is The
Baptism of the Christ II by Daniel Bonnell.
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