Presbyterian Church of
Western Springs
Sunday, January 3, 2021 | 9:30 A.M.

2nd Sunday of Christmas

Worshipping
Together
Like our siblings throughout the world, currently our congregation
is gathering online with the assistance of electronic technology.
Click here to join us live on Facebook at 9:25 a.m. to engage with
others through real-time chat. Instructions for viewing the service
live or the recording can be found at www.presbyws.org.

Gathering Together in God’s Name – Wherever We May Be
Prelude (9:25 a.m.)

Three Variations on We Three Kings
Stephanie Coates, piano

Gathering & Greeting
Introit

arr. by Marilyn Biery,
Tom Fetke, & Phillip Keveren

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian
Raise a Song of Gladness

JUBILATE DEO

Bridget Patton

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer
Arise, shine; for your light has come!
The glory of God has risen upon us.

Rogers Malone

Let us pray,
Everlasting God, the radiance of faithful souls,
who brought the nations to your light
and kings to the brightness of your rising:
Fill the world with your glory,
and show yourself to all the nations;
through him who is the true light
and the bright morning star,
Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Opening Hymn #151

We Three Kings (verses 1-4)

Call to Confession

KINGS OF ORIENT

The Rev. Lottie MacAulay Friedman

Prayer of Confession (silent confession followed by unison prayer)
God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all people.
We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn away from the poor; we
ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and pour out
the gifts of your Spirit, that, forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory shining in the face
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Sung Response

We Three Kings (verse 5)
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Entering the Nativity
Passing of the Peace of Christ

Proclaiming the Word of God
Scripture

Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and
all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until
it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
Sermon

Steps

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian

Responding to God’s Word
Hymn of Response #143

Angels from the Realms of Glory (see page 6)

REGENT SQUARE

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is truly right and our greatest joy
to give you thanks and praise,
God of majesty and splendor.
By your power you created all that is, making a universe out of chaos, and ruling over all things in love.
Throughout the ages you called your people to love and serve you, and to be your light among the nations.
When we failed you, you did not fail us and sent prophets to call us back to your ways.
We praise you that in the fullness of time,
you revealed your love by sending your Son Jesus to be the Light of the world.
He came to heal our brokenness and to set before us the ways of justice and peace.
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.
He was born to dwell among us, full of grace and truth; in him we have seen your glory.
He lived for you, spoke your truth, and showed your love.
Lavished with gifts from the magi,
he gave his life for others.
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Baptized by John in the Jordan,
he poured out his mercy for all.
Turning water into wine at a wedding,
he transformed sorrow into joy.
In his death on the cross, he overcame death.
Rising from the tomb, he raised us to eternal life,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,
we take from your creation this bread and this wine
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising
as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you
to be a living and holy sacrifice,
dedicated to your service.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
that we may be one with all who share this feast,
united in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
Illumine our hearts, O God,
with the radiance of Christ’s presence,
that our lives may show forth his love in this weary world.
Send us to befriend the lost,
to serve the poor,
to reconcile our enemies,
and to love our neighbors.
Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory
and we shall feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,
now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Sharing the Bread & Cup
All are welcome. The Session has authorized the serving of communion remotely due to the inability of our
congregation to gather in person. Our denomination has given permission for congregations to do so during this
time. All are welcome to participate as we partake in communion as one body, united by Christ in the Holy Spirit.
You are invited to use elements that you have in your home, some sort of bread and fruit of the vine.

Song During Communion

How Many Kings
Bridget Patton

Downhere

Prayer After Communion
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Invitation for Financial Stewardship
Your ongoing financial giving is important as we seek to continue our ministry at PCWS.
As we prepare for 2021, it would be very helpful to receive your pledge of anticipated giving in the coming year.
Please consider making your contribution and/or pledge online at https://presbyws.org/donate/.
Reach out to Patrick Rivers (patrick@presbyws.org) with any questions
or for help in setting up payments through your bank.

Go in God’s Name
Sending Hymn #152

What Star is This, with Beams so Bright

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

Break Forth, O Beauteous, Heavenly Light

Melody by Johann Schop

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Stephanie Coates, piano
THANK YOU TO Bridget Patton & Stephanie Coates for their music leadership in worship today!
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-713281 and
CCLI (license numbers 1117008 and 20337417). Cover art
is Testimony © Jan Richardson janrichardson.com.
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