Presbyterian Church of
Western Springs
Sunday, April 25, 2021 | 9:30 A.M.

4th Sunday of Easter

Worshipping
Together
Like our siblings throughout the world, currently our congregation is
gathering online with the assistance of electronic technology.
Click here to join us live on Facebook at 9:25 a.m. to engage with others through real-time chat.
Instructions for viewing the service live or the recording can be found at www.presbyws.org.

Gathering Together in God’s Name – Wherever We May Be
Gathering Music (9:25 a.m.)

Prelude
Gathering & Greeting

All Hail the Power
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
Stephanie Coates, organ
Praise Him! Praise Him! / Higher Ground
Stephanie Coates, piano

arr. by Marianne Kim

arr. by Victor Labenske

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer
Rogers Malone
The stone that the builders rejected
Psalm 118:22-24
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Let us pray. God of grace, on this Eastertide Sunday, we gather with gratitude for the risen Christ. He is
indeed our cornerstone: bridging the space between human and divine. He makes a way for us. He
lifts us up. He bears all things. May this time of worship guide our steps along this holy path and
draw us ever closer to you. Amen.
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Opening Hymn #263

Call to Confession

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!

CORONATION

The Rev. Lottie MacAulay Friedman

Prayer of Confession (silent confession followed by unison prayer)
God of Truth, May your light shine brightly upon the shadowy places of our lives and our world.
Grant us wisdom to see clearly in these dark places.
Grant us courage to dust off the cobwebs and sort through the baggage.
Grant us the trust to bring these things before your bright and merciful light.
Forgive us, we pray, for our brokenness, our sinfulness, and our shame. We ask these things in the
loving name of Jesus. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
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Song of Preparation #240
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
Come let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.

ALLELUIA NO. 1

Passing of the Peace of Christ

Proclaiming the Word of God
First Scripture Lesson
Acts 4:5-12
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas,
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand
in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of
you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was
rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we
must be saved.”
Second Scripture Lesson
1 John 3:16-24
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one
another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in
need and yet refuses help?
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we
are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and
do what pleases him.
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
Sermon

Abiding in Christ – Part 1

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian

Responding to God’s Word
Special Music

Cornerstone
Tricia & Jim Koning

Shawn Kirchner

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation for Financial Stewardship
Your ongoing financial giving is important as we seek to continue our ministry at PCWS.
Please consider making your contribution online at https://presbyws.org/donate/.
Reach out to Patrick Rivers (patrick@presbyws.org) with any questions
or for help in setting up payments through your bank.
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Go in God’s Name
Sending Hymn #353

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

SOLID ROCK

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Come Thou Almighty King
Stephanie Coates, piano

arr. by Victor Labenske

THANK YOU TO Tricia Koning, Jim Koning & Stephanie Coates for their music leadership in worship today!
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-713281 and CCLI (license numbers 1117008 and
20337417). Cover art is Christ Cares for All, a stained-glass window from Our Lady of the Nativity Parish Church of Natividad in Pangasinan,
Philippines. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:NatividadChurchjf8794_07.JPG.
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