Presbyterian Church of
Western Springs
Sunday, May 2, 2021 | 9:30 A.M.

5th Sunday of Easter

Worshipping
Together

Like our siblings throughout the world, currently our congregation is gathering online with the assistance of electronic technology.
Click here to join us live on Facebook at 9:25 a.m. to engage with others through real-time chat.
Instructions for viewing the service live or the recording can be found at www.presbyws.org.

Gathering Together in God’s Name – Wherever We May Be
Gathering Music (9:25 a.m.)

March in D Major

Franz Schubert

Stephanie Coates, organ

Prelude

Great Are You, Lord

arr. by Todd Beaney

Stephanie Coates, piano

Gathering & Greeting
Call to Worship

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian
Paul Banovic

The wonder of our time of worship is that we each bring ourselves as an offering.
This is the day that the Lord has made!
The joy of our time of worship is that God meets us right where we are.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
The beauty of our time of worship is that it prepares us to go out into the world.
Let us worship God together.
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Opening Hymn

Come! Come! Everybody Worship

Call to Confession

NATALIE

The Rev. Lottie MacAulay Friedman

Prayer of Confession (silent confession followed by unison prayer)
Gracious God, you have asked us to love others and to love you. Each day we have opportunity after
opportunity to choose love, and, while we often do just that, we know that there are times when we
miss the chance or choose the opposite of love. Forgive us for the ways that we do not love. In your
forgiveness, may we be inspired toward being focused on learning what it means to love you more
deeply and may we be continually drawn toward loving others in your name. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri

Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father and to the Son; and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, it is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Passing of the Peace of Christ

Proclaiming the Word of God
Song of Preparation #458

Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path.

THY WORD
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Scripture Lesson
1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in
this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that
God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I
love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom
they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this:
those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Sermon

Abiding in Christ – Part 2

The Rev. Erik P. Khoobyarian

Responding to God’s Word
Hymn of Response #529

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether

UNION SEMINARY

3

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In every time and every age, O God,
it is good and faithful that we give you thanks,
for your mercy is sure
and your steadfast love endures forever.
In your compassion you gave us Christ Jesus,
who sets us free from death and leads us to life eternal.
And so, with all creation,
with all the needy and hungry ones,
with all those who have enough and plenty,
with creatures large and small,
with sun and moon and stars,
and with the saints of every age,
we praise your name.
Blessed are you, O God, creator of all things.
By your power and love you continue
to deliver your people from bondage,
thwart the designs of evil,
show the way through the wilderness,
turn hardship into righteousness,
and reveal your hand upholding the just.
Blessed are you, O Christ, servant of the universe.
You came among us to feed and heal and teach,
to confound the haughty,
to confuse the deceivers,
to challenge the wrong-hearted,
and, in all these things,
to give hope to those who long for peace.
Blessed are you, O Spirit, giver of life.
You give us words when we have none;
you fill us with vision when we have the most need;
you give us voice to proclaim our faith in every hour.
Be our guide and teacher, today and always.
Come now, O Prince of Peace,
Spirit of Love,
Breath of Life.
In the unity of the Holy Trinity,
in gratitude for this great day of resurrection,
we praise you, God of all that is,
now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
Sharing the Bread & Cup
All are welcome. The Session has authorized the serving of communion remotely due to the inability of our
congregation to gather in person. Our denomination has given permission for congregations to do so during this
time. All are welcome to participate as we partake in communion as one body, united by Christ in the Holy Spirit.
You are invited to use elements that you have in your home, some sort of bread and fruit of the vine.

Song During Communion

You Are The Vine

Danny Daniels

Lesley Sharkey

Prayer After Communion
Invitation for Financial Stewardship
Your ongoing financial giving is important as we seek to continue our ministry at PCWS.
Please consider making your contribution online at https://presbyws.org/donate/.
Reach out to Patrick Rivers (patrick@presbyws.org) with any questions
or for help in setting up payments through your bank.

Go in God’s Name
Sending Hymn #832

Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand (see page 6)

KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

I Sing the Mighty Power of God

arr. by Phillip Keveren

Stephanie Coates, piano
THANK YOU TO Lesley Sharkey & Stephanie Coates for their music leadership in worship today!

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-713281 and
CCLI (license numbers 1117008 and 20337417). Cover art is
You In Me In You © Jan Richardson (used with permission)
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