Presbyterian Church of Western Springs
Policy for Registered Child Sex Offenders

Micah 6:8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Purpose:

Presbyterian Church of Western Springs accepts as central to its mission the establishment and
maintenance of a caring environment for every child of God, not least our own children, in
which they can grow “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”, and a place of grace and
discipleship for all sinners, including those whose crimes are public.

Knowing that children are at risk, not yet having the ability to protect themselves, we determine
to provide protection for them by careful monitoring of any Registered Child Sex Offender
participating in the life of this congregation. Knowing that God’s grace has been extended to all,
that grace invites repentance and that repentance requires acknowledgement of sin, sorrow for
sin, and a turning away from sin, all with the support and prayers of God'’s people, we determine
to provide a means that a Registered Child Sex Offender can live in that grace in the life of this
congregation.

Toward these ends we establish the following policy with regard to the presence of Registered
Child Sex Offenders in the life of the congregation.

Policy:

}) The Moderator of Session and a member of Session will Interview the participant to
establish a welcome and to obtain release from the participant to contact probation
officer or other relevant court officer for specific information about the offense,
sentencing and conditions of rehabilitation. Collect any and all relevant information.

2) The participant signs with sincerity a covenant with the Moderator of Session, in which
the congregation offers a genuine welcome and place of grace and in which the
participant offers a genuine pledge to adhere to all necessary requirements for
participation in church life. Those requirements are found in the attached covenant form
and will be established, and may be altered, with each participant. The covenant may be
reviewed at the request of the participant or Moderator of Session.

3) Ongoing and full disclosure to staff and Session of identity of the participant until such
time as is no longer deemed necessary, which is determined by Moderator of Session
and one session member.

4) The lead accountability partner will be assigned by the Moderator of Session. This
person will be a member of the congregation, the same gender as the participant, and
responsible for ensuring that the participant abides by the covenant and for arranging
constant accompaniment while the participant is on the church campus. In the case of
off campus events, the lead accountability partner will make the judgment whether
children will likely be present and thus an accompaniment is required.

5) Contact insurance carrier to provide appropriate information for policy coverage, if
necessary.



Presbyterian Church of Western Springs
REGISTERED CHILD SEX OFFENDER COVENANT

As a registered child sex offender who has received Jesus Christ’s forgiveness, | promise my
church family of Presbyterian Church of Western Springs, that | will maintain the following
guidelines for the protection of the children, the church, and my witness.

)
2)

3)
4)

3)

6)

7)

8)

%)

I will avoid any physical or verbal contact with minors.

| have received permission from my probation officer to attend church services and
other church activities.

| agree to notify my lead accountability partner within 24 hours of being contacted by
any law enforcement officer concerning any new charges or allegations.

| will continue to participate in a treatment program with a qualified professional until
the court ordered conditions of my rehabilitation are completed.

| will inform my lead accountability partner (or his designee) of my planned presence
prior to 48 hours whenever | will be present at a church event. It is presumed that
children may always be present on campus and so | will always be accompanied while on
campus. The lead accountability partner will provide constant accompaniment for on-
campus activities and whenever deemed necessary for off-campus activities.

| will participate in ministries involving only adults.

| will refrain from using any part of the church facility where pre-school, children, or
youth activities are exclusively held , including the educational wing, the youth lounge,
the nursery, and any other areas where children and youth ministries are taking place.
| will use the single occupancy restrooms, or in the event of an emergency, | will enlist
an adult to accompany me, before using restroom facilities.

I will meet monthly with my lead accountability partner and yearly with the Pastor to
discuss my growth in Christ and progress toward rehabilitation.

10) I will not place myself in a questionable or compromising position in regard to special

needs/mentally challenged adults attending church events. Therefore, | will have no
contact or ministry to those with special needs without the accompaniment of someone
assigned by the lead accountability partner.

I 1)1 will consult with my lead accountability partner and appropriate church staff before

committing to participate or serve in any ministry opportunity (i.e., volunteer activity or
event).

Before God and my church family, | commit to maintaining this accountability covenant. If | fail
to comply with this covenant in any way, no matter how minor, the church may revoke my
right to participate in this church family and attend any church functions for a period of time or
indefinitely.

Participant Signature Date Pastor Signature Date



