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Annual Meeting of the Congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church of Western Springs 

and 

Meeting of the Corporation 
March 10, 2024 

Agenda 
Moderator: The Rev. Dan Robertson 

Clerk of Session/Secretary of the Corporation: Elder Walter W. Kovalick 

Call to Order and Determination of Quorum 

Opening Prayer 

Approval of Congregational Minutes from past year 

Opening Remarks/Presentation of Reports 

Election of Officers and 2024 Nominating Committee 

Meeting of the Corporation – Kevin McDermott, President and Kay Kelly, Vice President 

Presentation of 2023 Financial Summary and 2024 Budget – Elder Rogers Malone 

Recognition of Church Officers 

Recognition of 50-year Members 

 Dorothy Andersen Craig Harris Joyce Smyers 
 Janet Andersen Larry Randa Donna Strunk 
 Mary Jo Blough Ruth Riordan Nancy Ullmann 
 Ron Blough Susan Salak Barb Vaughan 
 Sue Cushman Herb Smyers Mary Anne Wilson 

Transfer of Members to the Church Triumphant 

Betty Anderson ● Joyce Habermann ● Phil Kasik ● Harriett Potenza ● 
Jacquelyn (Jackey) Scheibelhut ● Otto Sherrick ● Viola (Vi) Wennerstrum Butler 

Closing Prayer 

Adjournment 
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The Rev. Dan Robertson – Pastor & Head of Staff 

PCWS Family, 

This last year has been one of continued transition for us 
here at the Presbyterian Church of Western Springs. Our 
congregation saw the planned departure of Intentional 
Transitional Pastor Lesley Weir pending my arrival here in 
August. We thank Pastor Lesley for her service here. We 
witnessed and enacted both new and established forms of 
worship, ministry, and mission. During the first months of my 
ministry here one of my primary goals has been to establish 
roots and relationships in preparation for sustained ministry 
together. This report will highlight some of the ways I have 
focused my time and energy in pursuit of establishing a 
strong foundation. The statistics included are from August 14 
through December 31, 2023. 

Getting to know and spending time with many of you has been one of 
the largest highlights of my time so far at PCWS. Even in this short time 
frame, we have celebrated joys together and grieved loss together. 
During this time, I made approximately 141 pastoral care visits, in a mix 
of in-person and over the phone, as well as in the church, at your homes 
(sometimes with Communion), over lunch, or in the hospital. During this 
time, I drove over 530 miles outside of Western Springs in service to our 
ministry. I presided over four funerals, a mix of funerals for members of 
our church community as well as people in the community at large 
without a church home. 

Serving alongside you has been a source of joy, energy, and imagination. Whether during a committee meeting, session, 
deacons, Men’s Group, Bible Study, or many others – we have always found time to laugh and to celebrate the 
opportunity we have to serve alongside one another. I am incredibly thankful for each of you and for the tremendous 
staff we have here. I have had the opportunity to connect with other pastors in our area throughout our Presbytery and 
my continued work in the Synod of Lincoln Trails where I have served as moderator and will conclude my term in the 
Spring of 2024. I am thankful for PCWS’ support in the Presbyterian vision of a connectional church. 

This year included changes in the way we worship and in Faith Formation. Most of the changes in our order of worship 
were simply returning to the way we already worshiped before COVID-19. You have been graciously adjusting to my style 
of preaching and leading worship, including often preaching from the center of the chancel in a conversational manner. 
We have made a concerted effort to continue the push we began this summer by including children of all ages in worship 
with Grace Space. We adjusted Sunday School to occur immediately after worship instead of during worship and have 
made the most of our time of fellowship with varied opportunities for conversation and education. 

If 2023 was the year of transition, then I anticipate 2024 being the year of discernment and direction. As you may already 
know, session began in February 2024 in what we anticipate to be a year-long discernment process that will involve the 
entire congregation. We aim to be able to confidently, as a congregation, answer the following questions – Who are we? 
What is God calling us to do? What is our approach to achieve our purpose? I look forward to serving alongside you in 
the year(s) to come! 

Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor Dan Robertson  
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Ben Drew – Director of Youth Ministry 

The one word that I would use to describe my 2023 with PCWS 
and our youth is partnership. This year I really focused on 
shifting my time away from anything that was just about our 
church, or relied solely on me and my interests. Partnership 
started off with our meeting in LTHS North Campus for weekly 
AEffect gatherings, joined by Derek Stienmetz, the youth director 
for Grace Lutheran Church of La Grange. AEffect also partnered 
with the LT Dungeons and Dragons Club throughout the Winter 
and Spring, which led to a handful of very meaningful 
relationships for students and for myself. 

 

Another fantastic example of partnership was our trip to Virginia with First United 
Methodist Church of La Grange, led by the fabulous Hattie Koher, director of youth 
ministry, and Appalachia Service Project. Hattie and the FUMCLG team were so helpful, 
welcoming, and fun to work with in the months leading up to our trip, and during the 
actual week of ASP in July. This partnership was so fantastic, that we are already 
registered to join their group in July of 2024. 

ASP was also particularly joyful for me because it was a week of relationship building 
for our young people. Meeting and talking with the homeowners we worked with, 
building shared memories together, and meeting new people of faith who live in our 
area were all highlights of the trip.  

 

 

I also feel that this year was particularly full of partnership 
with the parents of our young people. We started the fall 
semester with a meeting of parents which helped me focus 
my energy on things that had the greatest impact. We also 
hosted multiple dinners for the whole family to come 
together and catch up, including our Christmas pot-luck 
party. Parents have also been incredibly supportive as 
members of the youth ministry team, a monthly zoom 
meeting where I am able to share updates and get feedback 
on ideas. 

Finally, I want to thank everyone who partnered with me and our young people by being a second safe space 
adult or driver. I literally could not do the work I do without you, and it was always a joy to see your care for 
the young people in our faith family. I look forward to another year of partnership, and can’t wait to see the 
new partnerships that God has in store for us. 

 

- Ben Drew, Director of Youth Ministry  



Page 5 

Stephanie Coates – Director of Music Ministry 
Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, my soul. I will praise the Lord all my life; 

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. Psalm 146:1-2 

Congregational singing of hymns, soloists, ensembles, bell choir, guitar, brass and woodwind solos and ensembles, the 
No-Name Band, and the Chancel Choir all make up the wonderful musical gifts that enrich the ministry at PCWS.  
Members of the congregation often remark on the variety of music and musical offerings they experience in worship.  It 
is because of the wonderful music ministry and talented members at PCWS that this is possible. 

Musical Highlights of 2023 
Chancel Choir sang the first Sunday of the month throughout 2023. Along with the first Sunday of each month, the choir 
also sang at services for Palm Sunday, Easter, Rally Day, and Christmas Eve. Those who sang with the choir included:  
Sheryl Allen, Carrie Pinkham, Kami Booth, Katie Diebel, Laura Hepburn, Kay Kelly, Jim & Tricia Koning, Kara & John Leslie, 
Amy Malone, Scott Swan, and Jax Sullivan. 

The Bell Choir played in March, July, and November and included: Kathy Boxell, Katie Diebel, Kay Kelly, Jim & Tricia 
Koning, Henry & Mike Lobash, and Jax Sullivan. 

Solo and Ensembles added to congregational singing and wonderful anthems or offertory selections. This included:  
Sheryl & Tyler Allen, Katie Diebel, Laura Hepburn, Kay Kelly, Jim & Tricia Koning, Kara & John Leslie, Amy Malone, and 
Scott Swan.  

Instrumental Solos and Ensembles provided special music throughout the year. This included the Brass Quartet on 
Easter Sunday and during Pentecost:  Jim & Tricia Koning (horn/trumpet), Henry & Mike Lobash (trombone/trumpet). 
Mike & Henry Lobash provided brass music, with Paul Banovic, on Christmas Eve. Throughout the year, Paul Banovic 
provided solos on flute, clarinet, and a variety of saxophones, Tricia Koning provided trumpet solos throughout the year 
and Jim & Tricia Koning played their Native Flutes. Ben Drew sang and played guitar throughout the year in leading 
music in worship.  

No-Name Band added their wonderful songs and instruments 
during Lent and Pentecost. Members of the band included: 
Kami Booth, director and pianist, Sheryl Allen, Paul Banovic, 
Kay Kelly, Jim & Tricia Koning, John Leslie, Henry & Mike 
Lobash, Kevin McDermott, Amy Malone, Ben Drew, Jax 
Sullivan, and Kathy Wennerstrum. 

Additional Musicians supplement our wonderful PCWS 
musicians. A few of our guest musician “regulars'' included:  
Ann Boujaily-Maney, guest pianist, Jumobi & Muyiwa Arowolo, 
guest bells, Kate Kelly, guest soloist/ensemble singer, Bradley 
Kirby, guest soloist, Tom Marsh, guest tenor, Dave Olsen, bells 
and guest bass, Pam Stephan, bells and guest organist/pianist, 
Bridget Patton, guest soloist, and Eareen Yambao, guest 
soloist.  

Thank you to all of our talented and very devoted musicians. I am so blessed to work and serve with such a wonderful 
group of musicians. They are the music ministers of PCWS! 

Music helps people connect with God. 
Music gives us the language to express praise and worship to God. 

Music helps unite and encourage the body of Christ. 

Soli Deo Gloria (In Glory to God),  
- Stephanie M. Coates,  Director of Music   
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Church Staff 
The Rev. Dan Robertson ....................................................................................................... Pastor & Head of Staff 
The Rev. Lesley Wier .......................................................................................................................... Interim Pastor 
The Rev. David Bebb Jones .............................................................................................................. Pastor Emeritus 
Ben Drew ......................................................................................................................... Director of Youth Ministry 
Stephanie Coates ............................................................................................................ Director of Music Ministry 
Patrick Rivers ............................................................................................................................... Financial Secretary 
Terri Angarone ....................................................................................................................... Church Administrator 

Church Officers 
Elders 

Walt Kovalick, Clerk of Session 

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025  Class of 2026 
Paul Banovic Kay Kelly Condy Dixon Kathy Boxell 
Mike Lobash Rogers Malone Loretta Gracias-Bremer  Tricia Koning 
Alison Weber Kevin McDermott Kathy Wennerstrum  John Leslie 

Deacons

 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 
 Carolyn Bozek Mary Jo Blough Theresa Dixon 
 Marcia Buell (2023 moderator) Diane Bonner Julie Kelly 
 Kim Fronk Laura Cordell Amy Malone (2024 moderator) 
 Jon Gerstsmeier Joyce Smyers Laurie Merrifield 
 Chad Sellman  Bambi Tesmond 
 Bambi Tesmond (2022 moderator) 

PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) 

 Janet Andersen Matt Booth Stephanie Carlisle  
 Amy Malone Steve Wennerstrum 

2023 Congregational Nominating Committee 

Alison Weber Kim Fronk Scott Karstens  
Mike Lobash Andy Hoskins Mindy McMahon 
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Membership Report 

Active members on the church roll as of January 1, 2023 ........................................................................... 310 

Members received during 2022 0 

Baptized 2022 0 

Members dismissed in 2022 

Deceased 7 

Transfers/or other removal 67 

Active members on the church roll as of December 31, 2023 ..................................................................... 236 

Transfer of Members to the Church Triumphant 

Betty Anderson January 14, 1923 – October 12, 2023 Joined PCWS in 1992 
Joyce Habermann February 7, 1932 – February 7, 2023 Joined PCWS in 2010 
Phil Kasik May 21, 1939 – October 1, 2023 Joined PCWS in 1986 
Harriett Potenza July 19, 1934 – December 1, 2023 Joined PCWS in 1994 
Jacquelyn (Jackey) Scheibelhut November 8, 1928 – May 17, 2023 Joined PCWS in 1967 
Otto Sherrick July 11, 1967 – April 16, 2023 Joined PCWS in 2019 
Viola (Vi) Wennerstrum Butler August 11, 1929 – November 11, 2023 Joined PCWS in 1962 
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Ministry Reports 
Worship 

2023 was a year of change. The members of the Worship team are Sue Eck, Cindi Karstens, Tricia Koning, Sue Kovalick, Aileen 
Pendleton, Elder Kay Kelly, the Director of Music Stephanie Coates and Pastor Leslie or Pastor Dan. The team met monthly with 
open and wonderfully creative minds and worked tirelessly between meetings.   
Lent brought some changes to our anticipated lineup of events.   

• A beautiful, garden-like visual manifestation of Lent was created by Sue Eck, Sue Kovalick and Aileen Pendleton. 
• Ash Wednesday was revised to surround the Bowl and Roll supper with a Worship service and ashes in the Jones 

Room. 
• Maundy Thursday was re-envisioned to be a simple worship service in the 

sanctuary with communion. 
• New this year were periodic email blasts on Good Friday corresponding to 

the crucifixion timeline. 
• There was a single worship service on Easter Sunday at 9:30 am. The 

chancel was beautifully adorned with a variety of flowers and non-
flowering plants given by members of the congregation.  The Halleluia 
Chorus joyfully concluded worship as anyone in the congregation was 
invited to sing. 

After Interim Pastor Leslie left in July, we welcomed several pulpit-supply pastors, 
including the Reverends Doreen Sterba DeZur, Judy Hockenberry, and Ken Hockenberry. Worship was also led by Ben Drew and 
the PNC consisting of Janet Andersen, Matt Booth, Amy Malone, and Stephanie Carlisle. Through the transition, Sunday 
worship and the church functioned as normally as possible. Pastor Dan arrived in August. 

Worship has been full of small changes and one larger change. 
• The grand piano in the sanctuary was rebuilt and refurbished. 
• Compostable name tags were implemented for all worshippers. 

This change was intended to welcome newcomers with name 
tags that are identical to all other church members. Welcome 
stations with bulletins and name tags were set up in the lower 
entry corridor, the narthex and on the second floor near the 
elevator. 

• The Chancel Choir began singing on the first Sunday of each 
month. 

• The order of the Prayers of Confession was reversed. 
• Pastor Dan uses a “Pretzel Prayer” to wrap up the Words for Children, so that the Lord’s Prayer could be moved to 

after the scripture and Sermon. 
• Oil-filled candles now replace the wax candles on the Chancel table.  
• In June, we returned to serving communion by intinction with gluten-free options available. Pre-packaged communion 

is still being offered for those who prefer that.   
• The offering basket is being passed in the pews once again. 
• The names of all Sunday morning participants are now included in the bulletin, including pastor, director of music, 

musicians, liturgists, greeter, usher, fellowship hosts, Deacon of the Day, Grace Space adults, video operator, sound 
operator, nursery attendants (paid/non-paid), Bible Bunch teachers, ministry safe helper, flower donators. 

• The bulletin was updated to include a mandala for coloring and guided questions that worshippers can utilize as aids 
to understanding during the service. 

• Worshippers may bring covered beverages into the Sanctuary.  
• Pre-service coffee is currently being offered on an occasional basis and is being evaluated for long-term feasibility. 
• The implementation of Grace Space was the most significant Worship change of the year. The Grace Space concept 

was implemented as a collaboration with the Faith Formations Committee to extend a type of Sunday School through 
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the summer. This space required the removal of two pews at the front on the organ side of the sanctuary and replaced 
them with child-sized tables and activities for the youngest of our worshippers. Due to the timing of Pastor Dan’s 
arrival, the concept will continue until summer 2024. 

The season of Advent was also full of changes.  Several changes were triggered by Christmas Eve falling on a Sunday.  The 
traditional lineup of a late afternoon Christmas Eve family worship service, a late evening Christmas Eve worship service and 
the expected 9:30 regular Sunday Worship (all happening on the same day) was doomed. So, Advent fell into place as follows: 

• The Longest Night service was eliminated. 
• The late afternoon family worship service was eliminated for 

2023. 
• All decorating was scaled back this year. The flower team 

worked with a small group of volunteers to set up the chancel 
trees, poinsettias, the star, the creche, and window and door 
wreaths. 

• Throughout the season, Advent candlelighters represented a 
variety of groups from the church (Men’s group, Women’s 
fellowship, Youth group, etc.) 

• The Christmas Eve Sunday morning service became family 
worship service with a Pop-up Pageant and middle-
school-aged youth lighting the Advent Candle. The 
pageant required no rehearsals and participants 
volunteered for the parts as the service unfolded.  
Many children were joined by adult participants to 
don on-the-spot costumes and tell the story of the 
birth of Christ to the many families and children in the 
pews. It was a joy to participants and listeners alike.   

• Luminaria greeted worshipers as they arrived for the 
10pm service. The traditional candlelight service 
featured lessons and carols led by college age youth as 
liturgists, Advent candlelighters, and greeters. We 
brought back real candles. And we made sure that the pastors and ushers knew how to dim the sanctuary lights! As 
you can see, the Worship team learns from its omissions in prior years. 

Several parts of our Worship life did not change this year and we are grateful that they did not.  
• Our Director of Music Stephanie Coates does a fabulous job of bringing inspiring music into our Worship services in a 

variety of ways. You inspire us! 
• Our Liturgists are invaluable in worship. Thank you to Paul Banovic, Matt Booth, Marcia Buell, Condy Dixon, Kay Kelly, 

Tom Kelly, Walt Kovalick, Amy Malone, Rogers Malone, Mindy McMahon, Ben Drew, Jax Sullivan and Kathy 
Wennerstrum. Also, thank you to youth Andrew Carlisle, Charlie Carlisle, Carter Yates and Jillian Yates, to the PNC 
consisting of Janet Andersen, Matt Booth, Amy Malone, and Stephanie Carlisle, and to college students Natalie Carlisle 
and Henry Lobash. 

• The team of ushers is humming along under the guidance of Roland Schleicher. Ushers included Ron Blough and Steve 
Blough. Thank you all for always being ready to welcome worshippers and ensure that our space is welcoming. 

• Our regular sound operators (Paul Banovic, Roger Dold, Jim Koning, Mike Lobash, Kevin McDermott, Ben Drew, and 
Colleen Sullivan) allow us to hear our Pastor, liturgists, and musicians. 

• Our video operators (Whit Carlisle, Bob Cushman, Jim Koning, Tricia Koning, Kevin McDermott, Ben Drew, and Colleen 
Sullivan) enable us to worship from home. 

On a personal note, thank you to the worship team and to everyone who has helped make the worship life of PCWS richer this 
past year. You are why we have faith in the future of PCWS. Praise be to God! 

The Worship Team is sad to see Sue Eck, Sue Kovalick and Aileen Pendleton resign from our great team. Watch this space next 
year to see who joins us! 

- Submitted by Kay Kelly  
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Faith Formation 
 
Grace Space was implemented in May, 2023 as a worshipping 
opportunity for our Sunday School-aged children and is located in a 
dedicated spot in the sanctuary. There are child-sized furnishings, 
manipulatives like pipe cleaners, craft, and coloring materials, 
children’s books, and other materials that will allow the children to 
create from and react to the scripture and sermon.  
 

Sunday School Bible 
Bunch for preschool - 
5th grade takes place weekly 
beginning near the end of 
worship with fellowship among the children and selected activities 
from Spirit & Truth curriculum. The curriculum matches the Narrative 
Lectionary that Pastor Dan preaches from and is often enhanced with 
children’s literature he finds that will reinforce his message. An 
experienced team of teachers and MinistrySafe-trained volunteers 
typically teach once a month. 

Parents also electronically receive the “Take it Home” summary of the lesson which includes home discussion 
questions and devotions so they can further engage their children in their faith journey. 
 

- Submitted by Mindy McMahon 
               

Safe Space 
The Safe Space Team met and completed their yearly review of the Safe Space 
policy discussing what was working well and any necessary changes. The revised 
Safe Space policy was approved by session and continues to be posted on the 
PCWS website so members and guests can read its importance to us. We believe 
it is important that it be evident the Presbyterian Church of Western Springs 
values human life and has developed this policy to help make the Church a safer 
place for children, youth, and adults. 

All staff, deacons, Elders, Sunday School teachers, nursery attendants, and those 
who assist with youth activities, as well as many volunteers, completed the 
MinistrySafe training modules, the criminal background check and submitted 
Appendix D. The training is done online and anyone interested in learning and 
wanting to volunteer with children and youth, will find it very informative and 
worthwhile. 

Furthermore, those who rent our building are informed of our Safe Space practices and expectations. Contact Terri 
Angarone (terri@presbyws.org ) to make training arrangements. 

- Submitted by 2023 Safe Space Team - Pastor Dan Roberston, Ben Drew Youth Director, Jon Gertsmeier, Loretta 
Gratias-Bremer, Mindy McMahon, Tiffany Sellman  
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Mission Committee 

 The Mission Team continued to support long-
time partners in 2023 AND worked to bring 
new ideas, projects, and agencies into the mix 
in 2024. 

As noted in last year’s report, we began the 
year with a visit by our RefugeeOne family to 
PCWS worship on Sunday, February 5. What a 
joyous day that was!   

Throughout the year, we continued to work to help this faithful and loving family establish their independence 
and become self-sufficient. Guided by their caseworker and staff from RefugeeOne, we focused on English 
language learning as a priority, on the importance of taking control of their health needs, and the necessity of 
actively managing their finances, in order to become self-supporting. The family experienced a significant 
challenge in the fall when their landlord closed their apartment building for renovations and residents were 
required to find new housing. This was, indeed, a challenge, and required the intervention of RefugeeOne at 
the last minute to secure safe housing. Thankfully, the PCWS refugee team had set aside funds for an 
emergency situation like this and was able to help by donating the remaining balance of funds on hand to 
RefugeeOne to pay for the first month of rent and security deposit. We continue to keep them in our prayers 
for community and self-sufficiency. 

Our support of and partnership with the 2nd Baptist Food Pantry also 
continued throughout the year, with the occasional “special” food drive for 
holiday meals. Annual giving to local, regional and national mission 
agencies continued at our usual pace this year, accompanied by consistent 
shared mission giving to the PC(USA), Synod and Presbytery AND 
participation in all four of the denomination’s special offerings throughout 
the year, as you will see in the financial summary at the end of this report. 

Our partnership with the congregation in Nueva Paz, Cuba remains 
strong. While we were unable to send a group to Cuba in 2023, Kathy 
was able to visit the congregation in January 2023 and delivered 
funds, medicine, school supplies, personal items, liturgical supplies, 
etc, made possible by gifts to the PCWS Cuba Gifts Fund. We also 
found ways in which to send funds and worship supplies with others 
throughout the year. We were touched and overjoyed to learn that 
PCWS Circle had elected to donate the entirety of their PW funds 

(over $1000) to the Nueva Paz breakfast program, in honor of Jane Boxell, who had provided the initial grant 
funding which made this essential program a reality. And in January 2024, we hosted a week-long visit by Rev. 
Izett Samá Hernández and her wife, Glenda Martinez Cabrera. This visit was coordinated with US partners in 
New York and Colorado, and is an example of our engagement with other PC(USA) congregations and entities 
in this work. 
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Mission’s annual Lenten Challenge took on a new form in 2023 as we, instead, focused on creating a mission-
based Lenten Reflection, highlighting a path through the season made of steppingstones, each with a 
scripture reference, a reflection, a moment to consider a PCWS mission partner, the One Great Hour of 
Sharing special offering and more. 

And we prepared several Pop Up Mission Projects (P.U.M.P.) throughout the year! Sticking with a few fan 
favorites like the 2nd Presbyterian lunches, shelf-stable meals for BEDS, and a special Friendsgiving bag for 
PCWS friends who’ve been unable to join in-person worship, we also added a snack bag project to assist 
arriving immigrants supported by the Illinois Community for Displaced Immigrants (ICDI). 

This summer was one of Willing Hands and Loving Hearts and found 
PCWS taking our willing hands & loving hearts on the road! In May we 
shared our talents through a work day at Margaret’s Village in Chicago. 
June found 55 bodacious volunteers packing meals through Rise 
Against Hunger in the fight against global hunger. Our volunteers 
packed 10,152 nutritionally rich meals sent to help feed hungry people 
in Ukraine. July had us heading north for a family-friendly event at 

Bernie’s Book Bank in Lake 
Bluff where we packed 
books for distribution to 
underserved children. We 
concluded our summer 
travels with a westward trip 
to Aurora in August to pack 
meals at Feed My Starving 
Children. 

 
Mission engaged our congregation and the community with a drive-
thru book collection event for Bernie’s Book Bank in October. We 
collected books as people drove through with donations. The 
volunteers sorted books received as the final steps for distribution. 
Bernie’s is Chicago’s largest provider of quality children’s books for 
children lacking access to books of their own. Bernie’s has 
distributed over 25 million books since their founding in 2009. 

The Holly Jolly Giving Fair was a fun interactive way of showing you 
cared. Our efforts helped support a number of our mission partners 
including Bernie’s Book Bank, Margaret’s Village, our Cuban sister church, Nueva Paz, the PCWS Hunger Fund 
and Heifer Project International. We supported global artisans through products from Ten Thousand Villages. 
We raised over $5,600 through a very Holly Jolly Giving Fair. 

On behalf of the PCWS Mission Team, which includes Janet Andersen, Mary Jo Blough, Ron Blough, Diane 
Bonner, Kevin McDermott, Ben Merz, Kathy Wennerstrum and Pastor Dan, many thanks to all of you who 
continue to support this vital work of our congregation and community and work alongside us on every 
project, large and small.  Together, we really can make a difference in the lives of our neighbors! 

- Submitted by Kathy Wennerstrum

 

https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/
https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/
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2023 Budgeted Mission Giving 
Denominational Mission Support 

General Assembly $7,500 
Presbytery of Chicago $13,000 
Synod of Lincoln Trails $2,500 

State, National, and World Mission 
Feed My Starving Children $1,500 
Nueva Paz Church (Cuba) $1,500 
Opportunity International $1,500 

Metropolitan Mission 
Facing Forward to End Homelessness $1,500 
Margaret’s Village Work Day $5,690 
Chicago HOPES for Kids $1,500 
Night Ministry $1,500 
The Boulevard $1,500 
Umoja Student Development $1,500 
Pop-Up Mission Project $2,998 

Local Community Mission 
The LeaderShop $1,500 
BEDS Plus Care $1,500 
Interfaith Community Partners $1,500 
Pillars Community Health $1,500 
Mission Committee Discretion $607 
TOTAL MISSION BUDGETED DISTRIBUTIONS $50,295 

2023 Mission Distributions 
From Direct Contributions & Mission Reserves 

PCUSA Special Offerings 
One Great Hour of Sharing $2,297 
Pentecost1 $565 
Peace & Global Witness2 $925 
Christmas Joy $1,915 
Total $5,752 

Mission Support 
Bernie’s Book Bank (additional) $1,000 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance $2,675 
Youth Mission Trip Support $5,912 
Mission Discretion $14,833 
Total $24,420 

Mission Discretion funds supported: Grace Seeds Ministry, Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity, Nueva Paz Church (Cuba), 
Rise Against Hunger, Refugee One and Sharing Connections. 

 
1 25% designated to Sharing Connections twin bed fund 
2 25% designated to Nueva Paz Church (Cuba) 
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Alternative Giving Fair Donations 
Total $3,822 

Alternative Giving Fair donations provided support for: Bernie's Book Bank, Heifer Project International, 
Margaret's Village, Nueva Paz Church (Cuba) and the PCWS Hunger Fund. 

Beyond our2023 budgeted giving, special offerings and discretionary donations, our PCWS family shared our 
loving hearts and willing hands with the broader community through:  

 Weekly food donations to 2nd Baptist Food Pantry in LaGrange 
 7 pop-up mission project events 
 Aluminum recycling supporting Hunger Fund & Nueva Paz Church (Cuba) 
 Packing 10,152 meals through Rise Against Hunger event 
 5 “hands-on mission” events across the greater Chicago area 
 4th annual Bernie’s Book Bank drive-thru book  
 Advent collection of new hats, gloves, and mittens for Margaret’s Village and Sharing 

Connections  
 Advent collection of canned goods to restock Pine Avenue Food  Pantry  

Priceless beyond words… 
the love and compassion shared by our PCWS family with those in need! 
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Deacons 

The 2023 deacon board consisted of nine faithful and dedicated members of PCWS:  Chad Sellman, Jon 
Gertsmeier, Bambi Tesmond, Diane Bonner, Kim Fronk, Mary Jo Blough, Joyce Smyers, Laura Cordell and 
Marcia Buell. We worked along side two pastors this year. The first half of the year, we benefited from the 
experience and leadership of Rev. Lesley Weir, our interim pastor. A priority for the year was to be sure the 
deacon responsibilities were spelled out and assigned to be ready for our new pastor. We reinstated the 
Deacon of the Day and the Reach Out Letter and continued our other commitments of organizing receptions, 
fellowship, Meal Train, kitchen supervision, and college care packages. We also explored additional ways to 
enhance the membership directory.   

In August, we welcomed the Rev. Dan Robertson. Home visits with Dan were coordinated with those on our 
link lists who are unable to attend church. Home communion was offered at the visits, as well. We found this 
time together to be beneficial to each of us who participated. 

If we were to have a theme for the year, it would be communication and 
outreach with and to membership. With Terri’s (our incredible office 
administrator) creativity and effort, we sent note cards with our “trading 
cards” (a picture of the deacon and 
contact information) enclosed to 
introduce ourselves when we 
received someone new on our list. 
Notes were mailed at different times 
during the year to members as a 
“check-in”. We delivered Valentine 
bags and cards as well as Friends-
Giving bags with cards as a result of 

two different pop-up missions to reach out to our members who are 
unable to attend church or needed a little extra TLC. And, of course, 
we have kept our college students in our hearts and prayers. We let 
them know by packing, with all kinds of goodies, and boxes for over 
20 students, all over the country. The thank you’s we received let us 
know they felt the love. 

One last project of this year was to obtain emergency contact information for each member of PCWS. This will 
be ongoing and will be available on the master directory with Terri in the office and on each deacon’s link list. 
We hope for 100% participation. 

It has been my privilege to moderate meetings of the deacons these past 12 months. I couldn’t have asked for 
more generous and enthusiastic members. And, of course, we couldn’t do what we do without Terri 
Angarone! Thank you, all! 

- Submitted by Marica Buell, 2023 Deacon Moderator 
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Church Life 
2023 brought an expanded focus to Church Life planning and activities, specifically to reach beyond the four walls of our 
physical church home and provide an invitation for the broader community to engage with us. In the spirit of sharing our 
blessings with those around us, we offered our beautiful grounds and marquis location, at the corner of 53rd and Wolf, 
to host several experiential events concept for our members and non-members of all ages. 

Lawnfest on Lawn 
During the summer, this inaugural pilot program included two themed 
gatherings under the umbrella of Lawnfest on Lawn, as well as our June 
mission project for RISE. The two themed events were designed to 
include an art component, catered food, and music. We created a 

multi-channel marketing campaign to spread the word in our community and in 
surrounding neighborhoods, and we tracked response rates to provide good insights 
for the promotion of future events. 

Our first event of sidewalk art, BBQ, and country music was held on July 20. We 
featured artist Shelley Heath doing a signature western chalk drawing, the sounds of 
the Lonesome Whippoorwills, and Real Urban BBQ. We provided plenty of 
opportunities for guests to engage in chalk drawing, dancing, and lawn games. Estimated attendance was 80 – 90 
individuals, with approximately 60% being non-PCWS members. 

Our second event of sneaker painting, blues, and Chicago dogs was held on August 24. 
Estimated attendance was 60-70 individuals with 80% being PCWS members. High 
heat and school being in session were suspected contributors to the slight decline in 
attendees. Much fun was had by those who joined and soaked in Chicago Blues, 
Chicago hot dogs, and hands-on instruction from sneaker artist Julie Nelson. Many 
took their painted sneakers home with them, and we also donated about a dozen 
pairs to Shared Soles.  

Overall, feedback was positive surrounding the multi-generational range of activities, 
the visual buzz it created on the grounds, and the general spirit of being together for 
enjoyable summer activities. All learnings and feedback are being taken into 
consideration as we look to plan out the next version of Lawnfest on Lawn for 
Summer 2024.   

Halloween Spooktacular – Piano Concert & Mad Scientists After-Party 
We created a new event and hosted a Halloween-themed piano concert and 
after-party targeted at PCWS families, friends, and the community on 
October 29. The afternoon began at 4:00 pm with an incredible themed 
piano concert, organized by Stephanie Coates, in our spookily decorated 
sanctuary. Attendees enjoyed the sounds of a range of fun and festive 
arrangements – from Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” to “Phantom of the 
Opera.” A mad scientist’s after-party featured lab experiments concocted by 
Paul Banovic and his band of ingenious volunteers. Halloween snacks and 
hospitality tempted the sweet tooth of our guests and a costume contest 
rewarded the best group effort, (congrats Farrar family)! Approximately 60 
guests attended, mostly PCWS members with several neighbors joining in the fun.  

The Church Life and Community teams (including Walt and Sue Kovalick, Kevin McDermott, Loretta Gratias-Bremer, and 
Alison Weber) collaborated on our 2023 outreach. We are grateful to the many, many volunteers involved in our set-ups 
and breakdowns. It takes a village to welcome the village. We’re all looking ahead to the opportunity to build on our 
successes of 2023 and bring fun and fellowship forward in 2024.  

- Submitted by Elder Alison Weber  
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Personnel Committee 

The Personnel Team’s main responsibility is to ensure our staff is well positioned and resourced to support the overall mission 
and goals of PCWS and to assist with all matters related to employed personnel. The Personnel Team in 2023 included Elder 
Paul Banovic, David Boxell, Julie Kelly, and Steve Wennerstrum 

As we recall, 2022 was extremely “interesting times”. "May you live in interesting times" is actually the first and most well-
known of “The Three Chinese Curses”. These traditional Chinese curses appear to be “blessings” which are interesting because 
they are named oxymoronically (curses/hexes) and provide a unique perspective on life. 

And 2023 continued to be very “interesting times” for PCWS and the Personnel Team. The Rev. Lesley Weir, our Interim 
Pastor, brought all her excellent leadership skills to bear to help us begin our search for a new pastor. Bringing us to the 
second of “The Three Chinese Curses”…“May you be recognized by powerful people”. She connected us to those in the 
Chicago Presbytery that could support and guide us through the search process. The Pastor Nominating Committee was 
formed, and we were on our way…yes, on our way to the third of “The Three Chinese Curses…“May you find what you are 
looking for”. And we did! 

We were excited to welcome Reverend Dan Robertson as our Pastor and Head of Staff in August. He has over 14 years of 
ministry experience in the church serving in Kansas City, San Francisco, New Orleans, and Fairbury, Illinois. Dan approaches 
ministry with love and care for all people and is focused on community building and family ministry. This comes through loud 
and clear in Pastor Dan’s sermon’s, children’s messages and prayers. His theology, centered around our Sacraments of 
Baptism and Communion, are evident in all Dan does, from his personal life to service to the church. In Baptism God claims us 
as we enter into a covenant of grace. In Communion we proclaim that Christ is enough, and as God’s children, are worthy of 
love and community around His table. In retrospect, those three Chinese curses were indeed blessings after all! 

“Music speaks what cannot be expressed, soothes the mind and gives it rest; heals the heart and makes it whole, flows from 
heaven to the soul.” – Author Unknown. The music that our Director of Music Ministries, Stephanie Coates, brings to us during 
worship really does speak and soothe us to our souls. Through her selections, accomplished musicianship and collaborating 
with the many talented musicians in PCWS or through her professional contacts, the music program at PCWS continues to be 
wonderful and joyful. Thanks to Stephanie, all the members of the Choirs and our other musicians that have created such a 
magnificent musical ministry. 

Ben Drew, our Director of Youth Ministry, has done a wonderful job getting to know the PCWS youth and their parents as well 
as growing our connections to youth in the community outside of PCWS. He’s touched or impacted over 75 youth this past 
year. In addition to his passion and talent for Youth Ministries, he’s added worship technology to his responsibilities. Ben’s 
creative programs, supported by grant funding, like AEffect, are making a positive impact in very innovative ways on our youth 
and community. We are extremely fortunate to have Ben on our team.  

Patrick Rivers, our Church Financial Secretary, has flawlessly maintained PCWS’s financial records, including processing 
financial transactions, reporting and financial control. He notified us at year’s end that he wishes to end his employment in 
order to spend more time with his family. He has graciously offered to help with on boarding a new candidate. We will dearly 
miss Patrick and all he has meant to PCWS. Thank you, Patrick, with blessings to you and your family. 

Terri Angarone serves as our Church Administrator. She is the voice and face of PCWS - the first face you see when visiting the 
church during the week or the voice you hear when calling in. Terri has continued to take on numerous new responsibilities 
that have been invaluable to PCWS. The love and care she has for all of us shows every day. Thank you, Terri, for all you do for 
PCWS.  

Shaquirra Cole serves as our Nursery Attendant. She also assists with Grace Space and Sunday School, when available. We are 
blessed to have Shaquirra on our staff with her extensive childcare experience. Thanks, Shaquirra, for the loving care of our 
youngest. 

Finally, we thank the many volunteers that work with our staff to help make everything happen. PCWS would not be the same 
without your dedication and hard work. You are instrumental in carrying out our mission. 

- Submitted by Elder Paul Banovic  
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Properties 
It was a remarkably busy year for the Properties Team. Several major projects were needed around the Church campus, 
especially in relation to improvements at the Manse in preparation for Pastor Dan and his family. 
Some of the major projects inside the Manse included: 

• Black-Out window coverings installed 
• New shower door installed in the Master Bedroom 
• New light fixture and ceiling fan installed in the Master Bedroom 
• A new internal door was installed from the Study to the Master Bedroom 
• The electrical lighting of the lamp post in the front yard was repaired 
• Dryer vent was cleaned out as it was a potential fire hazard 

The major projects outside in the yard of the Manse included: 
• Removal of brush around the fence line in preparation for a new privacy fence installation around the property 
• Installation of gates and privacy fencing to secure the yard and allow for privacy for the Pastor’s family 
• In addition, in the yard, three dying evergreens were removed, and two replacement Red Oak trees were 

planted in memory of Jackie Scheibelhut, with a donation from Jackie’s family, Janet Cather and Dave 
Scheibelhut 

• Roof inspection and gutter cleaning of both the Manse and Church were completed 
• Several other small items were repaired, including some much-needed painting touchups 

We also incurred several major repair costs for the Church property. To 
highlight the expensive ones: 

• Several HVAC repairs were needed including: 
o Blower motors replaced, Chillers replaced, and several 

Boiler valves were either repaired or replaced 
• We underwent several Fire Safety inspections that resulted in 

needed repairs to ensure we were within code: 
o We had to complete our required 5-year pressure 

testing for the elevator 
o The door closure leading from the Sexton’s room to the 

outside had to be replaced to meet code 
o Our extinguishers, exit lighting, alarm system, and 

backflow systems needed inspections and repairs 
• The alarm system and outer door to the Porte Cochere needed repairs 
• During the Feed the Hungry event, the roof of the Porte Cachere was scratched and needed to be repainted and 

the eye hooks replaced 
Finally, a couple of smaller projects were completed, including: 

• South wall in the Jones room was re-sealed and painted 
• Pews in the Sanctuary were removed to allow for Grace Space 
• Exterior door from the staircase leading from the Jones room up to the Sanctuary was repaired 
• Outer door leading from the Jones room to the Labyrinth was replaced 
• Building maintenance and cleaning were increased during the Summer Adventures week-long camp 

The above-listed projects were all in addition to the normal care and maintenance of the property throughout the 
calendar year. 
I cannot say enough about the properties team and their splendid work to get all these projects completed, on-time and 
within their allocated respective budgets. Special thanks to Herb Smyers and Karen Kennedy as they led the team as 
Project Managers for all the Manse improvements.  
Members of our 2023 team included:  Herb Smyers, Karen Kennedy, Clark Woods, Andy Hoskins, Scott Karstens, and me. 
They were an immense joy to work with and very resolute and committed to meeting all our timelines. 
Special thanks to them!!! 

- Submitted by Condy Dixon, Properties Elder  
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Flower Ministry

Members continue to dedicate flowers in worship for special occasions and 
either the flower team prepared the arrangement or they used their own 
florist to make the arrangement. Several special silk flower arrangements 
were used on a rotating basis when no dedications were requested. Easter 
and Advent flowers were supported by special dedications from members. 
Members were able to take their dedicated plants home after each holiday. 

Current members of the flower team are Sue Eck, Nancy Glickman, and Sue 
Kovalick.  The team would love to have others join them (and provide 
training as well) in this gratifying part of supporting our worship together. 

Of special note again this year 
were the volunteers who 
helped prepare the Sanctuary 
for the Advent season and 
Christmas (as well as return the Sanctuary to order afterward). In 
addition to the flower team members, Scott and Cindy Karstens, 
Rogers and Amy Malone, Ben Drew, Terri Angarone, and Walt 
Kovalick decorated the Sanctuary with the crèche, the Moravian 
star, the two seven-foot trees, many wreaths, and the many 
dedicated poinsettias.    

- Submitted by Sue Kovalick 

 

Presbyterian Women 

Presbyterian Women (PW) has discontinued its monthly meetings and luncheons. It was decided to close the 
checking account at the bank and transfer all funds to an existing designated PW fund at PCWS. The combined 
total was $1,006.85. Several mission options for these funds were discussed. It was unanimously decided to 
donate the entire amount to our sister church in Nueva Paz, Cuba, to fund their breakfast program. This 
program was originally begun with money from the Thank Offering of the national PW through a grant 
proposal written by Jane Boxell. The donation was made in honor of Jane and her dedication to the work of 
Nueva Paz. This money will be delivered by Kathy Wennerstrum when she travels to Cuba in February 2024. 

Circle continues to thrive, adding several new participants this year. January-May we completed the 2022-
2023 Horizons Bible study Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight by Carol M. Bechtel. 
September-December we began the 2023-2024 study Sacred Encounters: The Power and Presence of Jesus 
Christ in Luke-Acts by Olive Mahabir. Sue Eck and Nancy Glickman are Circle leaders and lessons were led by 
members of the group. Meetings are held on Zoom at 1:00 pm on the third Thursday of each month, 
September-May. All women of the church are invited to attend. 

- Submitted by Mary Jo Blough 
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Budget 
2024 Budget Approved by Session 

 Budget 2024 Actual 2023 Actual 2022 
Pledge Income 363,000 360,419 382,689 
Non-pledge Income 47,500 52,323 51,650 
Per Capita Income 1,750 1,859 2,428 
Loose Offerings 5,300 5,971 5,308 
Interest Income 5,790 3,488 0 
Use of Building Income 8,600 8,850 2,250 
Other Income3 13,000 26,025 9,063 
Manse Rental Income4 0 9,900 9,900 
Youth Mission Trip Endowment 6,000 5,885  
Operating Reserves5 0 2,824  
Prior Year Pledge 0 2,500 0 
Total Income $450,940 $480,044 $463,288 
Pastor/Associate Pastor Expense6 117,095 123,729 117,478 
Other Personnel7 172,500 158,648 121,546 
Office/Administration 29,660 25,967 25,343 
Per Capita ($36 per member in 2022) 11,315 11,790 11,520 
Faith Formation 3,685 2,798 4,305 
Worship & Music 9,850 9,846 12,544 
Church Life 1,200 500 2,116 
Welcoming 1,500 0 0 
Safe Space 900 653 947 
Technology 3,200 3,213 4,706 
Deacons 360 257 257 
Stephen Ministry & Grief Programs 0 0 0 
Properties 103,588 92,348 78,188 
Mission 44,700 50,295 51,038 
Transfers to dedicated accounts:    

   Pastor’s Administrative Fund –  0 
   Reserve for Major Repairs – 0 1,600 
   Mission Discretion Fund –  0 
   Session Discretion – 0 31,700 
 Pastor’s Education Fund –  0 

Total Expense $499,553 $480,044 $463,288 
Income/(deficit) $(48,613) $0 $0 

 
3 Other Income: This account includes employer matching pledges, which sometimes lag. 
4 Manse Rental Income: No longer applies due to Pastor Dan and family utilizing the manse. 
5 Reserves: The funds necessary to close the income/expense gap came from Session Discretion in 2023. The 2024 budget starts with a $48,613 deficit expected income 
over expected expense. 
6 Budget assumes Pastor salary, benfits & expenses for 12 months. No Asoc/Interim Pastor expenses. 
7 Budget increase represents 3% raise for all "Other Personnel" employees. Increased allowance for cribbery attendant. Increased budget for Finance Secretary transition 
and training. 
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Financial Statement 

Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balances 
Arising from Cash Transactions 

 As of 
12/31/2023 

As of 
12/31/2022 

ASSETS   

Cash and equivalents:   

Checking account 256,430 423,775 
Certificates of Deposit 214,000 0 
Invested accounts 481,189 471,450 

Total Cash and Equivalents $951,619 $895,225 
Prepaid Expenses 9,243 9,043 

Total Assets $960,862 $904,268 
 

 As of 
12/31/2023 

As of 
12/31/2022 

LIABILITIES   

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 8,639 6,751 
In & out accounts – net 2,937 37,262 
Grant money 127 9,152 
Pledges received in advance 59,600 21,057 

Total Liabilities $71,303 $74,222 

FUND BALANCES   

Unrestricted:   

Operating fund 31,061 72,695 
Quasi-endowment funds 94,431 101,490 

Restricted:   
Temporarily:   

Memorial funds 84,803 54,247 
Other reserve funds 270,654 270,967 
Designated funds 160,810 154,898 

Permanently:   
Endowment funds 175,104 175,749 

Total Fund Balances $816,863 $830,046 

Total Liabilities & Fund Balances $888,166 $904,268 

With deep gratitude for all those whose contributions make 
Ministry and Mission possible at PCWS.



 

  



First draft 3/1/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PCWS is a welcoming, intergenerational and mission-

focused community seeking to reflect God’s inclusive love. 

We are a vibrant, joyful congregation of people of all ages. 

We have members from all over the Western Suburbs of 

Chicago and visitors are always welcome. 
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